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MISSION 


It is the mission of The Whole Truth magazine to provide the general constituency 
of the Church Of God In Christ with a quality publication which will edify, educate, 
and empower. This will be accomplished through special features which include 
coverage of religious and news events relevant to the Church Of God In Christ; 
profiles of COGIC members; and literary contributions by COGIC members. 
The Whole Truth shall endeavor to effect greater unity within this 
denominational body of Christ by communicating the program and message 
of the leadership of our National Church and by promoting and utilizing the wealth 


and resources of journalistic talent from among our own constituency. 


THE LEGACY CONTINUES: PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS 


The Whole Truth is the official news source for the more than 5 million members of the Church Of God In Christ, Inc., the nation’s premier Holiness - 
Pentecostal denomination. The historically acclaimed Bishop Charles Harrison Mason founded the Church Of God In Christ in 1897; and since its inception the 
predominately Black body has impacted all segments of Christendom throughout the world. The Whole Truth can trace its existence to the 1900s when the news 
journal reported on various social and spiritual issues, and the saints have embraced the publication as their official news source from that point in history. 


If you are a member in good standing with the Church Of God In Christ, but do not consider yourself a professional writer, or if you are a journalist who meets 
that same criteria, The Whole Truth’s editorial staff would like to hear from you. It would be an honor to report the latest newsworthy events concerning your 


church, district, and jurisdiction. Let your brothers and sisters in the Lord rejoice, praise, and pray with you as they read about achievements, breakthroughs, cur- 
rent events, conventions, home-going celebrations, weddings, etc. 


Please be advised that all articles, related resource information, and photos are placed in The Whole Truth’s archives and will not be returned. Additionally, the edi- 
torial staff at The Whole Truth reserves the right to reject, edit, and rewrite all submittals. 


You may send your articles, news updates, and photos to The Whole Truth, Attention: Editor-In-Chief, 2500 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38114. 
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You Call Yourself A Christian. 


You say that you have surrendered your 
entire life to God, and youre living in 
the Promised Land of your salvation. 


But it seems that the feeling of fulfillment was temporary-replaced by 
emptiness. Sickness has crept in where health should be. What about 
your finances? You thought you would be rich, not just living from day 
to day. Depression has become a way of life. The feeling of freedom and 
power has been replaced by bondage and fear. 


But God loves His people, and He loves you too much to let you shrivel 
up in a dungeon of depression or helplessness. In the days of the Old 
Testament, God sent men and women with the authority to deliver His 
people from oppression, even when they didn’t deserve His mercy. These 
deliverers were called “judges,” because they brought His justice and 
mercy into balance in the lives of His people. Today, you have the great- 


est Judge of all-Jesus Christ. 


G. E. Patterson challenges you to let Christ break the shackles of low 
self-esteem, poverty, and spiritual dryness off your life. Open your heart 


to His righteous judgments, and you will find His offer of forgiveness, 
grace, and new freedom! With Jesus the Deliverer on your side, 


ISBN: 0-88368-775-5 
Retail: $12.99 


you are the only person who can prevent your freedom. 
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By Dr. David A. Hall, Sr. 


In 2007, the Church Of God In Christ will celebrate 100 
years of Pentecostalism. Our Church has come of age and is 
without question one of the giants on the horizons of reli- 
gious denominationalism and Christian service. To our 
credit, we have built a solid institution that has weathered 
the storms of growth, dynamics of organizational develop- 
ment, and political shifts in our ecclesiastical structure. This 
Church has come a long way since the days 
of C.H. Mason. Bishop Mason was the 
founding monolith who tied this fledgling 
Church together, and by his verbal decrees 
led us from gin houses and cotton fields 
into urban store fronts, now, we are build- 


ing ornate, magnificent palatial edifices. 


In this dynamic world, the Church Of 
God In Christ seems to be the lumbering 
giant attempting to keep pace with the 
latent doctrines, philosophies, and emerg- 
ing movements that encourage modern 
Christians to challenge their own religiosity. We have always 
been blessed with leadership that spoke directly to religious 
trends, and as a whole continue to do so. Our spiritual for- 
mations are not overly burdened with eccentricities, but 
remain relevant to modern issues facing people today. Our 
leaders have given us more that just a speech, when at one 


time the speech marked us as different and usually opened 


Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson 


00th Celebration 


Beginning The Next 100 Years 


the ardent believer to ridicule. You know the speech, “I am 
saved, sanctified and baptized with the Holy Ghost and do speak 
in other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance.” 

At 100 years of age, we yet say our speech and mean what we say! 
Whether C.H. Mason, O.T. Jones, Sr., J.O. Patterson, Sr., Louis 
Henry Ford, or Chandler David Owens guided this “Ship of 
Zion” toward Heaven, we have remained Saints. That is a good 
thing! Only a few survivors who saw this house 
in its first glory live, but their children have 
been able to produce hires of true faith and spir- 
itual capacity. As we approach100 years, of 
Pentecost Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson 
shoulders the responsibility to keep the faith! 


Under his charge, our denomination has given 
thousands of congregations serving the masses 
Scriptural doctrine, advanced ecclesiastical 
i structure, and reasonable measure of ecclesiasti- 

cal authority. In our denomination being a 
bishop is yet meaningful, in today’s religious world 
the office has been usurped and abused. Most significant is the 
real Spirit of God moves in our presence. As a result, our church- 
es yet have teachers, medical professionals, lawyers, entrepre- 
neurs, engineers, financial executives and persons of every tech- 
nical discipline educated in the corridors of higher education. 
The intelligencia is not leaving the Church! Being “COGIC and 


successful,” can be said of many of our youthful members. 


f 


Again, this reality is emblematic of the dynamic leadership we 


have in Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson. 


At this juncture of 100 years of Pentecost there are still chal- 
lenges. We stand at a crossroads of possible identity crises. Yes, 
there is an emerging dichotomy. Our Church is feeling the stress 
of remaining theologically conservative as we witness growing 
liberalism within the Church. On the secular scene the mount- 
ing social pressures and political advancement for groups thought 
sinful and shameful are now advancing their causes as legit. How 
do we preach, serve and perpetuate this Pentecostal experience 
before such a world? Highly publicized moments are embracing 
issues and lifestyles once considered taboo, and our constituents 
are sometimes sympathetic toward the ethos of those moments. 
Thank God we have a leader of untold preaching ability that is 
enunciating the Pentecostal message . He is a master communi- 
cator and gospel orator of the highest magnitude. Presiding 
Bishop G. E. Patterson is God’s voice amid changing times. His 
message is clarion and continues to push the Church out to 


engage the world. 


Bishop addresses an older population and reassures them of our 
conservative commitments. Bishop Patterson is embracing 
emerging younger and more liberal types who want outward 
expressions of ministry but in new skins. Some of these consid- 
er the old ways antiquated and a mockery to any socially respon- 


sible institution. The more liberal Saints are very sincere and not 


arrogant, and neither are they aloof to the reminder of the 
Church. They want action and aggressive social commitment 
and holiness. The elder and more conservative generation 
believes that getting people saved, sanctified and filled with the 
Holy Ghost is first and the more important step. The concern is 


about method. 


In 2000, the Church elected Bishop G.E. Patterson, as presiding 
bishop. He brought pastoral responsibility to the national-inter- 
national focus. His preaching and his agenda set the Church on 
a road toward advancement to promote greater ecclesiastical sta- 
bility, organizational peace, to eliminate involvement with 
mounting litigation before secular courts. His efforts have pro- 
moted genuine good feeling about the connection we know as 
the Church Of God In Christ. He initiated COGIC Charities 
to create an official organizational arm dedicated to reaching the 
fatherless, friendless, marginal and property stricken individuals 
the world over. Our corporal work ethic of ministry was splen- 
didly demonstrated during the Hurricane Season of 2005. The 
Church Of God In Christ met Katrina and Rita with a work of 
mercy that is yet unfolding. Bishop Patterson has reinvigorated 
the vocational ministries and told each department to work well 


and “stay their lane.” 


On the world stage, Bishop Patterson’s telecast is viewed weekly 
by millions of individuals. His preaching ministry has brought 


our Church to the foreground. He is a renowned expositor of the 


(continued on page 41.) 
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~The CH. Mason Birthday Celebration: 


Pentecostal Holy Ghost Party! 


By Patricia Anna Rogers 


Memphis, T'N- Bishop Charles Harrison Mason, the twentieth 
Century prophet and founder of the Church Of God In Christ 
was celebrated with two birthday tributes on Thursday, 
September 17, 2006, at Temple of Deliverance Church Of God 
In Christ. Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson was a gracious host 
to those who came from around the nation. 


At the initial 10 am celebration, the faith- 
ful heard the history of our founder's life. 
Bishop Mason was born on the Prior Farm 
near Memphis, on September 8, 1866,one 
hundred forty years ago. Nevertheless, the 
birthday candles are still burning with fire 
that ignited a universal Pentecostal move- 
ment felt around the world. 


“God saw fit to utilize Bishop C.H. Mason 
for worldwide ministry,” commented 
Bishop Jerry Maynard, Chief Operating 
Officer for the Church. The COO stated, 
“A hundred years ago he entrusted to 
Bishop Mason to establish our Church 
organization. Pentecostalism holds a great 
deal of gratitude and respect to Bishop 
Mason who influence so many.” 


While Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson was 
conducting Church business with fellow 
General Board members, Bishop George McKinney paid tribute 
to Bishop Mason on the General Board’s behalf. “Bishop Mason 
is one of the world’s greatest leaders God raise up,” the scholarly 
McKinney said. He encouraged the crowd to know, “We revere 


C.H. Mason 


and honor him. Bishop Mason knew God had called him to a 
The 
Pentecostal Movement around the world can be traced back to 
Azusa. The foundation of that great movement was Bishop W.J. 
Seymour and Bishop Mason, the prophet.” 


great ministry after the experience at Azusa Street. 


Bishop Mckinney continued to captivate the interest and atten- 
tion of those in attendance with his 
astounding historical knowledge of the 
Pentecostal Movement. “The influence of 
the Church Of God In Christ on world- 
wide religion is deep. Bishop Mason had 
the courage to stand for his convictions and 
changed the spiritual landscape around the 
world,” said the General Board member. 


Dr. Harold Bennett, Dean for the C.H. 
Mason Theological Seminary in Atlanta, 
Georgia confirmed what Bishop McKinney 
said. “The seminary named after the 
founder is where the learning and burning 
comes together,” Dr. Bennet proudly 
informed the audience. The school is com- 
prised of various denominations and their 
affiliate seminaries. It is a fully accredited 
African American Seminary where the 


intellect merges with the Spirit.” 


Dr. Perry Little, Dean for All Saints Bible College in Memphis, 
said the school is growing on the grounds of Mason Temple 
where higher biblical education is offered. 


The gospel message was preached by Pastor Byron Stevens from 
Orlando, Florida. He delivered a fiery sermon, “If You Are 
Going To Wear The Badge, Do The Job.” Pastor Stevens said, 
“People are not interested in our edifices and the kind of car we 
drive, but is there a word from the Lord? Bishop Mason not 
only looked sanctified, but he was sanctified. We are sitting in 
the midst of 100 years of Pentecostalism.” 


The essence of his message revealed that we all have a job to do. 
“Jesus is our badge and our help.” he preached. “Jesus did his job 
and got up on the third day like he said.,” the youthful pastor 
proclaimed. 


First Lady Louise Patterson graced the pulpit and greeted the 
Saints. She spoke admirably and asked for their continued 
prayers for the Presiding Bishop. She also emphasized the impor- 
tance of the Church's steadfast support for his vision, programs 


and COGIC Charities. 


After enjoying the hospitality and generosity of the Presiding 
Bishop and congregation, the Saints returned for the night serv- 
ice. The break was good for the fellowship and comfort of the 
group. Bountiful Blessing was beautiful and the love of the 
Saints equaled the splendor of the building. 


The hierarchy of the COGIC exemplified their respects by their 
distinguish presence at the 7 pm celebration. The General Board 
members were in full force, including an entourage of bishops, 
pastors, elders and missionaries too numerous to name. Bishop 
Mason's lone surviving daughter, Ruth Mason Lewis was present. 


Mother Willie Mae Rivers, the General Supervisor of Women 
was there with a host of supervisors and members of her execu- 
tive staff. The women of the Church always celebrate the mem- 
ory of Bishop C.H. Mason because he promoted what has 
become the largest women department in any Christian Church. 


Bishop Matthew Williams, Chief General Adjutant for The 
Church presided over the night’s worship. A 60 voice choir com- 
prised of several jurisdictions from Tennessee was lead by 
Evangelist Barbara Jackson. They added fuel to the Pentecostal 
fires, when they performed a spirit-filled rendition of “Come on 
In” and “Have You Tried Jesus?” 


General Board members and administrative assistant presiding 
bishops, Bishop Charles E. Blake and J. Neaul Haynes addressed 
the gathering. Bishop Haynes commented that “Bishop Mason 
was a wonderful spiritual giant. As a result of his leadership, we 
have a great legacy and heritage.” Bishop Blake sang an old song 
and commented that he was named Charles after Bishop Mason. 
“He changed the face of religion and Christianity,” said Blake. 
“He has influenced religious groups affiliated with the Church 
Of God In Christ. Pentecostalism has sweep across the world. 
Everybody is being filled with the Spirit,” said the dynamic 
Blake. 


The Presiding Bishop did not attend the night worship and 
called upon his capable nephew, Elder Milton Hawkins to deliv- 
er the finale tribute to Bishop Mason. His text was from Jabez's 
prayer found in I Chronicles 4:98&10. He compared Bishop 
Mason to Jabez who was more honorable than his brethren. “He 
stood out among the brethren,” he preached. The result the cur- 
rent Church Of God In Christ that is located the world over.@ 
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Bishop Roy Winbush 
By Dr. David A. Hall, Sr. 


New Orleans- Bishop Roy L.H. 

Winbush represented the Church Of God In Christ at 

the August 29, 2006 observance of the Hurricane Katrina disas- 
ter. Mayor Ray Nagin extended the invitation to Presiding 
Bishop Gilbert E. Patterson but organizational business and the 
funeral of a jurisdictional prelate made his delivery impossible. 
Bishop Winbush, who is a native of Louisiana has been assisting 
the victims of the natural disaster, and Bishop Patterson felt he 
had the tone and tenor of the event. Government officials, 
national and state, were gathered with regular citizens to demon- 


strate resolve and commitment. The U.S. Congress sent a large 


delegation and many first responders were present. 


Bishop Charles Brown, auxiliary bishop and native of New 
Orleans presented Bishop Winbush to the audience and the 
nation. Not only were Governor Blanco and Mayor Ray Nagin 


on the program, but many national and international leaders of 


various religions and other organizations. The program was aired 


on CNN and CSPAN, meaning that millions of viewers heard 
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Mayor Ray Nagin 


the message Bishop Winbush delivered. The fol- 


lowing is a portion of the statement: 


William E May wrote a volume entitled “Beleaguered Rulers.” It 
deals with the power and perceived power of the professional in 
the public eye. Though lawyers, doctors, politicians, ministers, 
etc have power, in the words of William May, “They feel belea- 


guered, marginal, insufficiently appreciated, often under siege.” 


Governor Blanco and Mayor Nagin be encouraged! Today, as we 
celebrate the one year observance of America’s greatest domestic, 
natural catastrophe, Hurricane Katrina, I must caution you 
against pessimism and depression that others will attempt to 
inflict upon you. Rather, be encouraged and not besieged by the 
difficulty of the task ahead, neither the words nor actions of 
onlookers. This day is a demonstration and positive re-enforce- 
ment of the essential and beautiful gift our time together truly is, 


because here we have our remembrances, can establish our 


renewal and develop from true rebirth! 


Let us remember Katrina. A storm of awesome proportion hit 
the city of New Orleans and caused 371,000 residents to evacu- 
ate. George Murray, our disaster relief coordinator, informed the 
constituents of my denomination, Church Of God In Christ, 
that it could conceivably take ten years to correct what happened 
here. Eighty percent of the city was inundated with water, turn- 
ing whole neighborhoods into scenes of disaster never witnessed 
in the history of this country. Enough cannot be said to vividly 
portray the utter destruction the storm caused. But we must 


remember. 


Against that backdrop we are charged to renew the hearts, minds, 
and. lives of the citizens of New Orleans and the surrounding 
areas. These people have undergone an upheaval in life that par- 
allels people in an open war zone experience. The enemy is not 
the forceful winds, surging tides, deep murky flood waters, or the 
relentless debris of collapsed buildings. It is time, hopelessness, 
loss of dignity and the psychological damage that tragedy heaped 
upon the victims. The renewal of New Orleans will demonstrate 
the human capacity to affirm life in spite of the circumstances 


that threaten our being. 


Consider, there must be rebirth after such hardship because those 
of us who know that God is merciful and just, will maintain and 
sustain the weak. They will rally until the disenchanted vanquish 
anxieties’ child: defeat. New Orleans and the nation can and will 
emerge in rebirth! The quintessential second coming, a reawak- 


ening, and renaissance of New Orleans is a date with destiny. 


My fellow citizens, don’t feel besieged when people complain and 
criticize the progress New Orleans has made. According to 
William May, professionals are often demeaned and marginal- 
ized. For instance, “Lawyers complain that society lumps them 
with the criminals they defend...” Lawyers are necessary for our 
maintenance of the greatest judicial system in the world. People 
will love and hate professionals while knowing the professionals 
success means their own elevation and empowerment. I want to 
inform you, as a committed professional, one that is intelligent, 
moral, and organized for achievement, this season of redevelop- 
ment is difficult, but not fatal. It is always in the public eye, that 
politicians and public officials are subject to being misinterpret- 
ed. Stay on the beat! Being a “professional politician” or a pub- 
lic worker under these circumstances takes on a negative conno- 
tation. But really, how could America exist without those profes- 


sional politicians and public officials of good conscience, who 


have the capacity to bargain, maneuver and manipulate the crazi- 
ness of this world? There can be little justice for those who have 
to respond at a moments’ notice, and get it right, the first and 
every time challenges come. Reinhold Niebuhr, the great theolo- 
gian and philosopher said, “Man's capacity for justice makes 
democracy possible; man’s inclination to injustice makes democ- 


racy necessary.” 


Therefore, Mayor Nagin and every administrator in New 
Orleans, take heart and be of good courage, the theme of 
“Remembrance, Renewal and Rebirth” is your road map to a big- 
ger, more industrious, economically stable and racially diverse 
New Orleans. You can’t conduct your business on hunches; intu- 
ition will only go so far, majority rule is always subject to change 
and consensus is idyllic but so unrealistic. Your success will be 
measured by your pragmatic ability to work together and pro- 
mote the best and brightest. Finally, your greatest asset will be 


your faith in God and His revelation. 


As I close, I refer you to the Bible and two scriptural passages: 
Nehemiah 4:6, and 4:8-9, “So built we the wall; and all the wall 
was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a 
mind to work.” Here I want you know that, like Nehemiah, the 
Sanballats and Tobiahs are yet around. New Orleans must do 
what the scripture relates that Nehemiah did, “And conspired all 
of them together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to 
hinder it. Nevertheless, we made our prayer unto our God, and 


set a watch against them day and night, because of them.” 


Hurricane Katrina brought death, destruction, and a lost sense of 
invincibility to America. Why did it happen? This unusual 
storm in life came on a scale never witnessed! Believe me, God 
is mysteriously working in our midst His will to perform. The 
immense, substantial, and catastrophic damage done in New 
Orleans will challenge the powerful as never before. From the 
President of the United States, to the Governor of Louisiana, to 
the city officials in charge of reconstruction, and the evacuees 
attempting to get back home, we are all challenged, beleaguered 
and need to know, this too shall pass! Remembrance, renewal, 
and rebirth will bring us together. The human spirit and ability 
to endure will make us successful. The Bible declares in Romans 
8:28, “And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are called according to his pur- 


pose...” @ 
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The late Presiding Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr., was the first presid- 
ing bishop of the Church Of God In Christ. Upon his shoulders 
was placed a bruised and battered organization stumbling at the 
end of a monumental power struggle. It was his charismatic and 
persuasive ability that gave him the edge while fomenting cohesion 
and organizational processes among people who failed to agree on 
anything. He forged a fledgling hierarchy into a denomination 
and brought peace and unity where civility was short and spiritual 
warfare was in full practice. Above all the contenders for the title 
of presiding bishop, it was J.O. Patterson, Sr, the visionary, who 
was pragmatic enough to know God would make his efforts suc- 
cessful. 


The Pink Palace Museum has opened an exhibition 
reminding the saints of who our leader was and 
helping the rest of the world to discovery the man. 
Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr, and Mother Mary 
Patterson, widow of the bishop, attended the open- 
ing of the exhibit. They were equally pleased with 
the manner in which the presentation was pre- 
pared. The driving force behind the exhibition was 
Mother Patterson and she donated the items on 
display. Bishop J.O. Patterson, Jr., loyal son and 
current Chairman of the General Assembly, com- 
mented, “My family was pleased with the effort. 
The exhibition demonstrates my father’s life and help others 
understand the true quality and humanity his possessed. So many 
only knew him as this monolithic figure. Believe me, he was much 


more than the Presiding Bishop of the Church Of God In Christ.” 


Mother Patterson commented, “The man was sensitive, sincere, 
easy to talk with, and had so much compassion for people.” The 
people called him Chief, Your Grace, Mr. Presiding Bishop, but the 
children around Pentecostal Temple loved the man known as “Big 
Daddy.” Mother Patterson donated clothing, golf clubs, cameras, 
photos and other items that demonstrated the human quality of a 
very busy and complex man. The Museum captures the life of the 
man who loved to hunt, travel, eat various foods, and simply 
enjoyed life and family. 


The Bishop and the Man Debut 


Visit the exhibition during 
the Holy Convocation. 
Pink Palace Museum 

3050 Central Ave. 
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History reveals that James Olgethorpe Patterson had a difficult 
childhood. His life was in disrray but a loving sister and the guid- 
ing hand of an older brother maneuvered him through tough 
times. Those experiences and his subsequent marriage to Deborah 
Indiana Mason shaped the youthful and very good looking gentle- 
man in early adult life. Charles Harrison Mason the senior Bishop 
and Founder of the Church Of God In Christ opened doors for his 
eventual rise to the top. When he took control in 1968, Presiding 
Bishop Patterson pursued modernization and designed to make 
the organization a world class institution. He brought credibility 
and social purpose to the Church. He cultivated a climate of spir- 


ituality along with dignity and grandness. It was J. O. Patterson, 
Sr., who made the world notice the Church Of God In Christ. 


The Pink Palace is one of the Mid South’s lead- 
ing historic purveyors and the staff is working 
ard to overcome the historic racism of the past. 
African American people have made significant 
contributions to the South and America. The 
Museum is sharing the legacy of the bishop and 
the man. The exhibition may be viewed daily 
and will be a fixture through the coming 99 th 
International Holy Convocation. The museum 
curators have extended an invitation to the 
entire delegation of saints to come and view the 
exhibition. It does call into remembrance the contribution and 
legacy Presiding Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr left the saints. 
Mother Mary Patterson commented, “Mother Deborah Patterson, 
who proceeded bishop in death should be remembered likewise as 
his bedrock supporter over the years. She was there through the 
difficult years of building the organization and was a spiritual per- 
son of immense character.” 


At the unveiling, Dr. J.O. Patterson, III., a local physician sensed 
the appropriateness of the moment. He bears the name James 
Olgethrope Patterson and appreciates the legacy behind the exhi- 
bition. Many of the late bishop’s former members attended the 
opening and equally commented on how good it was. @ 
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President 


_ Dr. Perry C. Little 


Memphis- The All Saints Bible College is progressing along at a 
good speed. Under the leadership of Dr. Perry C. Little, ASBC is 
moving swiftly to becoming a fully accredited school. All Saints 
holds applicant status with the commission on Accreditation of the 
Association for Biblical Higher Education and is authorized by the 
Tennessee Higher Education Commission to operate as a postsec- 
ondary institution of higher learning. The college offers both 
Bachelor and Associate degrees in Religious Studies with concentra- 
tions in Bible Education and Teaching and Pastoral Ministries. The 
college also offers a certificate program in Christian Education as 


well as a track for Licensure and Ordination within the Church Of 
God In Christ. 


The student body is inspired and growing in number. Dr. Little is 
concerned with one pressing matter! The library is in need of 
22,000 volumes of books. Presently there are a little over 2,000 
books and periodicals in the library, and in order to move toward 
accreditation the school must meet requirements for major courses. 
The Dean has engaged another school that is currently out of busi- 
ness and has proposed purchase of its library. Recently, the school’s 
directors made an appeal for those who would like to donate books. 


That progress is arduous and often the books are not the quality and 
quantity for the purpose of accreditation. 


You can make the difference! Simply write a check and donate 
money to help the purchase of the library. In 2002, Presiding 
Bishop G.E. Patterson and the General Board appointed Dr. Alonzo 
Johnson to reposition C.H. Mason Bible College into the newly 
proposed All Saints Bible College. Dr. Johnson served beginning in 
2002, as the first President of the school. His brief but historic 
tenure was short and beneficial. In April of 2004, Presiding Bishop 
Patterson and the General Board appointed Dr. Perry C. Little to the 
office of President of All Saints Bible College. Now Dr. Little has 
the job of completing those things vital to the success and accredita- 
tion of the school. The library is a main obstacle to that accredita- 
tion. 


If you would like to share in history as it unfolds, call All Saints Bible 
College 901-322-0121 or send an e-mail at info@allsaintsonline.info 
and make your donation to the library. @ 
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MMCU 


CogicCard 


wwWw.cogiccardprogram.com 


EXTREME MAKEOVER - 


| The CogicCard Debit Card is anew and improved progra 
NO CREDIT CHECKS......EVERYONE IS APPROVED 


The CogicCard Program was designed to unify our church financially. 
Each member that uses their CogicCard for all of their spending 
needs is joining forces to create financial strength, unification, and 
unprecedented collective purchasing power. 


The Mastercard (Debit Card) that has been designed for our mem- 
bers has less fees and more benefits. We now have a Check Card 
to be used like any other check card. 


* Free Online Bill Payment Service 
* Free Direct Deposit of your payroll or government check 
* Free Account to Account transfer 


Free deposits at over 2000 Shared Network Credit Unions 
(cuservicecenter.com) 

Two Accounts come with this Program, your CogicCard Account 
and an Interest bearing Savings Account 


THE TEEN CARD IS NOW AVAILABLE - 

minimum age -10 to 19 years. 

This is an educational tool used to create financial awareness 
and responsibility. It is never to soon to lay the foundation for 
a secure financial future. 


ae 
Card inc. 


* Cards issued by MMCU. QUESTIONS? Call 1-866-75-COGIC 


WE COGIC DEBIT CARD PROGRAy" 


gE mee — 


TEEN CARDS 


: 4 oF GODIN.GHRIST, INC, MIC Ly 
pi = “ei Card 


NEW CHURCH CARD - 
We now have the church card 

-Every Church that signs up between 

now and November 31, 2005 will receive 

their CogicCard without paying any processing 
fee- just call 1-866-75-COGIC. 


EXISITING CARD HOLDERS- if you have one of the old 
CogicCards, the visa card, you will receive a new CogicCard 

at no charge, but we must verify your address, all that is needed 

is for you to provide your name and address and sign the 
application your new card will be sent to you in seven to ten days. 
Sign up during the Holy Convocation or call 1-866-75-COGIC. 


NEW APPLICATIONS - if you have never received or applied 
for the CogicCard, you may apply on line at cogiccard.com or call | 
1-866-75-COGIC. 


The CogicCard Program needs coordinators and representatives 
for each of our local churches. 


Please call 1-866-75-COGIC for more information. 


SS  ____ 
———— 
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by Joann Pigott 


Houston, TX. During the week of July 3-8, 2006, hundreds of 
enthusiastic young people from around the country combed 
through the Hilton Hotel in the beautiful Metropolis, Houston, 
Texas, for the AIM 2006 Competitive/Noncompetitive 
Scholastics Motivation Ministries (SMM). The hotel was conve- 
niently tunneled to the George R. Brown Convention Center, 
the main convention site. 


By Wednesday, July 5th, SMM was well underway and it was 
very easy for the enthusiastic, young convention-goers to find 
their places, as the 2nd and 3rd floors of 
the hotel were well advertised with bright 
COGIC signs. All SMM flowing traffic 
either traveled smoothly over the Ford 
Arena, the J.O. Patterson, Sr. Skybridge, 
the Mother W.M. Rivers Skybridge or 
down Bishop G.E. Patterson Blvd., J. 
Drew Sheard Ave., Bryant Street, Watson 
Ave., Eaddy Way, A. Ladell Thomas 
Street, S. E. Iglehart Lane, Rufus Kyles 
Square, or the J. Neaul Haynes Blvd. 
The hotel indoor marquees were maps in 
motion for those needing additional 


information. 


Students participated and competed in the Competitive/Non 
Competitive SMM such as Spelling Bee, Bible Bowl, Math 
Olympics, Computer, Creative Writing, Talent, and Drama 
Workshops, Oratorical, COGIC Gentlemen, COGIC Women, 
Jump Rope, O. T. Massey Institute, Networking Opportunity 
and Social, and How To Start An Effective SMM. During a 
brief, random visit to each classroom, I was richly rewarded when 
I heard thunderous applauding and praises, and saw young heads 
cupped, hands wringing, and serious, furrow brows. 


Briefly highlighting some of the events, students created budgets 
with the purpose of learning how to be financial literate in the 


computer workshop taught by Sis. Vesa Cunningham of the 
Kansas SW Jurisdiction. In Oratorical, Dr. Victor Brown of the 
Ist Jurisdiction, LA., listened intently as juniors and seniors recit- 
ed from memory their views on the well-debated subjects of 
Human Cloning and Stem Cell Research. They were also given 
an impromptu question to test how well they could think on 
their feet. In Mathematics, Elder Sam Dyson of California and 
Bishop J. W. Macklin, administered students grades 1-12, one 
hour math tests that included scripture questions. In Drama, Sis. 
Tanya Lewis auditioned students for the grand Friday drama pro- 
duction, “The Investment,” In the 
SMM Financial District, students lis- 
tened intently to a ten minute lecture 
on Financial Literacy, “Learning How 
to Manage Money,” by Minister 
Winston Lott of Kansas City, MO. 
They were given a credit card and 
$10,000 - $50,000 (based on age) in 
SMM Bucks to spend and invest as 
they wished. The SMM Bucks did not 
carry the faces of American presidents, 
but the faces of COGIC leading men: 
Bishop C. H. Mason, Bishop Gilbert 
Earl Patterson and AIM President Drew J. Sheard. And instead 
of “In God We Trust,” the scripture “Follow peace with all men 
and holiness without which no man shall see the Lord,” was 
inscribed on the SMM Bucks, along with the COGIC seal. The 
young convention-goers earned additional SMM Bucks by par- 
ticipating in other ministries. Bankers, Real Estate Agents, 
Mortgage Bankers, Insurance Agents and others were on hand to 
provide helpful assistance and education. The top 50 who invest- 
ed their money wisely and made it grow, were invited to a Holy 
Millionaires Luncheon on Friday, July 7th. 


Though only some left the SMM with trophies and certificates, 
all SMM participants were winners. @ 


oS, 
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MATHEMATICS 


3RD Grade: 
Ist Place, Jasmine Marthel 
2nd Place, Marlon Adams 


4th - 5th Grade: 
Ist Place, DeJa Willingham 
2nd Place, (Tie) Jalen Gillis & Ashley Newman 


6th - 7th Grade: 
Ist Place, (Tie) Kaylon White & Jaren Gillis 


8th - 9th Grade: 
Ist Place, Jamal Gillis 
2nd Place, Nathan Cooper 


High School: 
Ist Place, Mickie Byrd 
2nd Place, NeAndre’ 


Broussard 


ORATORICAL 


(Seniors) 
Ist Place, Erica Terrell 
2nd Place, Turkessa 
Watson 

3rd Place, Ashley 


Brown 


(Juniors) 
Ist Place, Nicholas Cooper 
2nd Place, Genesis Durond 


TALENT SHOWCASE WINNERS 


Living Images, Bishop H. J. Williams 
Anointed Mimes, Ist 
Jurisdiction Wisconsin, 

Gillis Family, Texas Southwest 
Another Level, Alabama Ist 
Michael Earhart, Bishop 
Galbreath 

Shantoria Holley, Alabama Ist 
Heavenly Strings, Indiana Ist 
Grace Kennedy, 5th Illinois West 
Purpose, 5th Illinois West 

Kyle A. Walker, Alabama 1st 
Dona Wallace, Alabama Ist 
Harland Patterson, Jr., Ist Jurisdiction Illinois 


Louis Wimbley, Northern Illinois 


Brittney Delagraentiss, Texas South Central 
JUMP ROPE 


Charlondra Birmingham, Daljhan Cooks, Shamelia 
Clay, Taylor Thomas - 5th Illinois - West Morgan 
Strange, Cora Hudson, Alexis Spencer, Michelle Davis, 
Chandra Thompson, Vanice Colbert 


BIBLE BOWL 


(Seniors) 

Ist Place, Alabama Ist (Repeats as National Senior 
Bible Bowl Team) 

2nd Place, Texas Southwest 


(Juniors) 
Ist Place, Oklahoma Northwest 
2nd Place, Virginia 


SPELLING BEE 


Level I, Kennedi Hendrix, Texas Southwest 
Level II, Adrianne Simpson, Texas Southwest 


SMM MAYOR WINNER 


Shalondra Taylor, Texas Southeast Ist Jurisdiction, 
Bishop Rufus Kyles, Jr. 


Partial Winners List provided by Sis. Joyce Willis. SMM 
Office 


Submitted by Joann Pigott 


INTERNATIONAL DRILL/DANCE TEAM COM- 
PETITION 


International AIM 2006, Houston, TX 


On the gentle, sunlit morning of 
Saturday, July 8, 2006, the grand hall of 
the George R. Brown Convention 
Center in Houston came alive when a 
large multitude of enthusiastic, young 
people and convention-goers gathered 
for the AIM 2006 International 
Drill/Dance Team Competition. 


Teams boldly took to the stage following COGIC 
Drill/Dance Team President Gerald Reed’s generous wel- 
come. Each team competed for five minutes each in one 
of the categories of Sign Language/Mime, Drill, Praise 
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Dance and Stepping. The teams were so inspiring that 
Elder Reed shouted to the audience, “Everybody ought 
to step for Jesus!” 


A very talented exhibition praise dance group called 
Genesis from Victorville, CA, also performed in the 
competition. One of the young ladies in the group 
stroked many gentle, listening hearts when she danced 
flawlessly just having one of her legs. During intermis- 
sions, Elder Reed quizzed the youngsters in the audience 
from the Bible, and they were not shy with the answers. 


After several untiring hours of competition, the judges 
tallied their scorecards and Elder Reed announced the 
Ist, 2nd, and 3rd place winners and presented them with 
very large trophies. However, all teams were winners and 
Elder Reed and his dedicated staff presented each of 
them trophies for participating. Every competing team 
was very engaging from start to finish, and they will do 
it all over again and better in 2007, in Nashville, 
Tennessee! 


Written by Joann Pigott 
Mt. Rose COGIC 
Crosby, Texas 


INTERNATIONAL DRILL/DANCE TEAM MINISTRIES 
COMPETITION PARTICIPANTS 
International AIM 2006, Houston, Texas 


Jr. Teams 
SIGN LANGUAGE/MIME: 


2 Blessed, San Diego, CA 
Many Faces of Silent Praise, Houston, 


TX 
DRILL: 


Living Word Sunshine Drill Team, 
Waco, IX 


PRAISE DANCE: 


Angelic Praise, Peoria, IL 

God's Little Angels, Hawthorne, CA 
Meholla Praise Dance, Lithonia, GA 
New Jerusalem Church, Buffalo, NY 
Living Sacrifice, Waco, TX 

Healing Temple Angels, Chicago, IL 
Alexander Temple Praise Dance, Midland, TX 


STEPPING: 


Zelphia Mae Steppers, Jeffersonville, IN 

Childress Memorial Jr. Step Team, San Antonio, TX 
Living Water Soldiers for Christ, Syracuse, NY 
Angelic Praise Drill Team, Peoria, IL 

Emanuel COGIC, Harrisburg, PA 


INTERNATIONAL DRILL/DANCE PARTICIPATING 
TEAM MINISTRIES PARTICIPANTS 
International AIM 2006, Houston, Texas 


Sr. Teams 


SIGN 

LANGUAGE/MIME: 

Gifted, Jefferson, IN 

Mime Time, Waco, TX 

The Anointed Mime Ministry, Rockford, IL 
AKA Anointed Mime, Houston, TX 
Monroe Memorial COGIC, Alton, IL 


DRILL: 


The True Light Drill Team, Huntsville, AL 
Power House Soldiers for Christ, Houston, TX 
Footprints of Faith, Dallas, TX 
Soldiers on the March for Jesus, Houston, TX 
PRAISE DANCE: 
Mahol Dance Ministry, Columbus, GA 

God’s Angels, Hawthorne, CA 


United Christian Faith Ministry Liturigal Dance 


Team, Baton Rouge, LA 
Heirs of Grace, Grand Rapids, MI 

Blessed, San Diego, CA 

Mime and Praise, Waco, TX 
ABCD (Anointed by Christ Dancers), 
Kounte, TX 
Angels of Praise, Houston, TX 
Divinity, Dallas, TX 
Perfect Praise, Houston, TX 
Washington DC Jurisdiction, 
Washington, DC 


STEPPING: 


Men of Unity, Houston, TX 
Tribe of Judah, Las Vegas, NV 
RIOT Steppers, St. Louis, MO 


— 
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Sisters in Christ, Jeffersonville, IN 

Childress Memorial Sr. Step Team, San Antonio, TX 
Living Word Anointed Steppers, Waco, TX 
Altheimer Memorial Drill Team, Tacoma WA 
Healing Temple Steppers, Chicago, IL 

Emanuel COGIC, Harrisburg, PA 

Perfected Noise, Oakland, CA 


Submitted by Joann Pigott 


INTERNATIONAL DRILL/DANCE TEAM MIN- 
ISTRIES WINNERS International AIM 2006, 
Houston, Texas 


SIGN LANGUAGE/MIME 


Jr. Teams: 
Ist Place, Many Faces of Silent Praise, Houston, TX 
2nd Place, 2 Blessed, San Diego, CA 


Sr. Teams: 

Ist Place, Gifted, Jeffersonville, IN 

2nd Place, The Anointed Mime Ministry, Rockford, IL 
3rd Place, AKA Anointed Mime, Houston, TX 


DRILL: 


lee llecam 


Ist Place, Living Word Sunshine Drill Team, Waco, TX 


Sr. Teams: 

Ist Place, The True Light Drill Team, Huntsville, AL 
2nd Place, Footprints of Faith, Dallas, TX 

3rd Place, Power House Soldiers for Christ, Houston, 
ape 


PRAISE DANCE 


Jr. Teams: 

Ist Place, God’s Little Angels, Hawthorne, CA 
2nd Place, Meholla Praise Dance, Lithonia, GA 
3rd Place, Angelic Praise, Peoria, IL 


Sr. Teams: 

Ist Place, God’s Angels Hawthorne, CA 

2nd Place, Divinity, Dallas, TX 

3rd Place, Heirs of Grace, Grand Rapids, MI 


STEPPING 


Jr. Teams: 
Ist Place, Childress Memorial Jr. Step Team, San 
Antonio, TX 


2nd Place, Living Water Soldiers for Christ, Syracuse, 
NY 
3rd Place, Emanuel COGIC, Harrisburg, PA 


Sr. Teams: 

Ist Place, Childress Memorial Sr. Step Team, San 
Antonio, TX 

2nd Place, RIOT Steppers, St. Louis, MO 

3rd Place, Altheimer Memorial Drill Team, Tacoma, 
WA 


Winners List provided by Sis. Debbie Henley, 


International Drill/Dance Team Committee 


Submitted by Joann Pigott 
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‘Administrative Assistant Georg, 
Site Coordinator for Hurricane KG 


By George M. Murray 


SUBJECT: The Proposed 7500 COGIC Lane Project and It’s 
Ministry, Implications, Follow Up Ministry to the hurricane 
Katrina-Rita project: Notes on implied ministry opportunities 


after the storm. Part 1 (as Told in the Whole Truth) 


Saints, It is one of our primary contentions, that our Church 
should become actively engaged in assisting in the replenishing of 
the housing stock in the Greater New Orleans area. When I first 
visited the area in March, and traveled very extensively through 
out the Gulf Coast Region, the Lord placed upon my heart to 
propose to the National Office of Emergency Preparedness 
Response and Recovery committee, to initiate a housing develop- 
ment project, to be called “7500 Hundred COGIC Lane”. This 
would be a community of three, four and five bedroom homes 
with three baths, ample front and back yards. The area would 
include housing for seniors along with a park, library and recre- 
ational facilities for children, teens, adults as well as counseling 
facilities, and study centers, etc. This development would also 
include an ambulatory healthcare facility to replace some of the 
lost health care services capacity. The latter services would be pro- 
vided in conjunction with health service institutions of higher 
learning in the area as well as other concerned governmental 


agencies. 


I firmly believe in the economic potential and viability of this 
project, and its absolute relevance in helping to establish a more 


COGIC imprimatur and legacy in this area, from a mission and 
ministry perspective. If we as a denomination were to demon- 
strate our compassion for the poor, the marginalized, displaced, 
and the rejected, we will be more programmatically fulfilling the 
ministry of Christ, as he expressed it in Isaiah 61:1-4, The Spirit 
of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anoint- 
ed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to 
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 2 To pro- 
claim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance 
of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 3 To appoint unto them 
that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil 
of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heav- 
iness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the plant- 
ing of the LORD, that he might be glorified. 4 And they shall 
build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, 
and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many 


generations. 


This project would be called 7500 COGIC Lane because of the 
theological ramifications of the number twelve, [seven + five] 
=12. The number seven (7) symbolizes the perfection that is in 
God. The number twelve invokes in our mind the 12 founda- 
tions in the Holy City, and the twelve apostles of our Lord. The 
five hundred in that number reminds us of the 500 witnesses 


who saw Jesus at one time after the resurrection, and the number 


& = 


——.@ = 


five (5) reminds us of the five smooth stones that the shepherd 
David chose to slay the giant Goliath. There are adversarial giants 
in our communities that need to be slayed such as, poverty, drug 
and alcohol abuse, illiteracy, substandard housing, family and 
parenting model deficits, etc. Bishop Patterson and members of 
the General Board what are the programmatic strategies? Where 
are our smooth stones which we could use to slay these giants? 
Of course building five hundred brand new homes would cer- 
tainly be the centerpiece and a new strategic mission and min- 
istry thrust of the Church Of God In Christ nationally and of 
course in the Gulf Coast Region of the United States. The proj- 
ect will be called 7500 COGIC Lane because 500 is how many 
houses we intend to build in this master planned community. 
Five hundred new houses would make a strong statement about 
our Church its leadership and its fellowship. As Site Coordinator 
I have prayerfully and with tears offered this proposal to God’s 
glory. What think ye of it? 


The streets in this community, the lanes, the avenues, and prom- 
enades would be named after the ordinary saints who have con- 
tributed so much to the founding and perpetuation of our Great 
Church both here and abroad. The names would be garnered 
from recommendation rolls of mothers, prayer warriors, pastors, 
and saints who have sacrificed and worked both in obscurity and 
or prominently for this Church, whether in the local churches, 
the auxiliaries, and departments, or in the main front line of lead- 
ership in Jesus’ vineyard. I would certainly want my Mother's 
name, on one of those streets or avenues, or on a park bench in 
front of a rest area. A Perpetual Memory Committee can be put 
together to establish criteria to perpetuate the memory of the 
Saints, and the great history of our Church. 


I am very excited about this proposed project, and the outstand- 
ing, and unprecedented ministry opportunities it can, will and 
should provide; as a laboratory for training, teaching, in-service 
internships, revivals, outreach, and prayer clinics, evangelism 
workshops as well as a new COGIC talent incubator. In short a 
master planned community of this scope can serve as a research 
and development test laboratory for ministry, mission and man- 
agement, community revitalization strategies of our Church. It 
can also be used as a recruitment vehicle through which to attract 
a vast variety of new and or already saved and sanctified profes- 
sionals into the service and harvest of souls. This project would 
also allow our credentialed ministers and missionaries to win 
more souls and reach more souls in a cross cultural context 
through the knowledge exchanged in such a transforming and 
transcending environment because of the networking of so many 
interdisciplinary specialties. Secondarily this housing develop- 
ment project because of its implied scope and necessary service 
magnitude would allow our church, the Church Of God In 
Christ, to put an indelible COGIC imprimatur and a strong 
Pentecostal witness throughout the New Orleans Gulf Coast 


area. Saints, do not doubt for one minute, how a project of this 
magnitude will stir other Protestant Denominations to initiate 
similar ministry strategies, because of the caring vision, and com- 


Passionate programs of the Church Of God In Christ. 


I believe in this project so strongly, in its God given incipiency, 
and its absolute ministry and mission modeling necessity, that 
the ministry where I pastor, and shepherd would be willing to 
raise from a pool of available investors and donors and contribute 
it through the General Church office of Emergency Preparedness 
Response and Recovery, a sum of $25,000,000.00 to assist with 
the cost of planning designing and building the first one hundred 
new homes. 


I and the persons who wish to join with us in this effort, are will- 
ing to contract with a strongly reputable architectural firm, and 
to assist in obtaining bids and ideas from nationally recognized 
residential home builders, and master planners, for a 10-25 page 
over view to be presented to the you, Presiding Bishop and the 
General Board, to give you and the committees affected, a more 
significant rendering of this plan and the implications that the 
Lord has inspired us to submit for your consideration. By faith 
I believe the Lord has blessed me with the twenty-five million 
dollars for building the first 100 homes. Bishop G.E. Patterson, 
you are knowledgeable of the persons, policy makers, decision 
advisors, and voters who can make this vision and proposal a 
great reality. I humbly make these suggestions from the position 
I serve. I ask, can we move forward with this opportunity to bless 


the Lord, his people, and his ministry. @ 
Sincerely yours, 


Pastor George M. Murray 
Site Coordinator, Katrina-Rita Project 
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Interview With Supe 


_ Dr. David A. Hall, Sr, Editor, The Whole Truth News 


Questions About: 7500 COGIC LANE PART 2: THE MIN- 
ISTRY OPPORTUNITIES, INSTITUTES PROGRAMS AND 
POLICIES 


Dr. Hall- There was utter devastation in New Orleans and the 
Gulf Coast. What benefit would the 7500 COGIC Lane 
Development be to the Church and Katrina Victims? 


Supt. Murray- First, we would further recommend to the 
General Board that the 7500 COGIC Lane project be a focus of 
our Church’s urban ministry strategic thrust and thereby making 
the Greater New Orleans area a ministry, mission and manage- 
ment laboratory where the five auxiliaries of our Church will test, 
hone, and refine auxiliary mission statements and ministering 
strategies. Then these auxiliaries and their leadership would also 
be called upon and challenged to design, test and refine urban 
neighborhood recovery models, which we could then apply in 
any environment where our Churches are located worldwide. 
This is about people reclaiming and resettling this area. I see a 
win/win situation for those who make a commitment. 


Dr. Hall- COGIC is largely an urban Church. How could our 
auxiliaries impact families in relocation, redevelopment and tran- 
sition? Describe what you envision? How much time will this 
take? 


Supt. Murray- Doesn't it make sense to prescribe this mission 
and ministry practice and share the resettle effort day by day? I 
further recommend that a research team from the National 
Office of Emergency Preparedness Response and Recovery, in 


| _ Superintendent George M. Murray, Site Coord e Katrine: Rita Project 


conjunction with the COGIC professionals and leading ministry 
and social policy analysts define the five or six critical communi- 
ty service issues — needs in the greater New Orleans environment 
such as housing, education, health, employment, or the deficient 
of Christian Parenting Models and or the degradation attendant 
to drug and alcohol use and abuse. We would then call upon 
these groups to devise a series of plans and programs to address 
and resolve these critical issues and needs, andor deficits over a 
period lasting from thirty to sixty months. 


Dr. Hall- Describe what that ministry would be like. Your are 
speaking of building people while homes and communities are 
being rebuilt? 


Supt. Murray- It is further suggested that a COGIC commission 
or one that is Ecumenical be established to plan, implement, 
manage, and fund this commission. This commission would also 
be charged with canvassing and recruiting our Church’s brightest 
minds in order to define a role for, and attract or retain within 
our Church, our young persons; and the seasoned veterans who 
have received advanced professional training or have defined and 
created through godly inspiration exceptional, successful models 
for ministry service through the United States and abroad. In 
this greater New Orleans COGIC laboratory, our own saints 
could promote workshops, seminars, prayer and evangelistic clin- 
ics and revivals throughout this region, as well as in the 7500 
COGIC Lane environment itself. Simultaneously, a “Total Life 
Commission” that would be set up to address child rearing fam- 
ily development practices and education would be charged with 
accessing and measuring the increased positive educational out- 


This Total Life 


Commission would also measure, monitor and program for 


comes from pre-school to high school. 
expanded economic opportunities. 


Dr. Hall - Is our COGIC brand of Pentecostalism good for a 


society as transitional and possibly unstable as that? 


Supt. Murray- The Committee for the Katrina-Rita project is 
aware that this is a major project, that is region-wide. It is social 
foundation setting and multi-generation changing. But, if Christ 
Jesus does anything for us He changes us, our outlooks, our 
thoughts, our deeds, our values. It is His transformational 
authority, His character that is most significant about a man, 
woman or a child being in Christ Jesus. Indeed in one place the 
angel declared, “behold all things are new.” If our great Church 
is to make the great impacting difference in this part of the twen- 
ty-first century it will have to change men, women, and children’s 
lives from their shoes to their head and the ground underneath 
their feet. Our Pentecostalism can make a radical difference is 
attitude and spirit of people rebuilding the area. 


Dr. Hall- What strategy do you suggest? 


Supt. Murray- We must strategize to affect the whole person, the 
heart, the body, the mind, the soul, the health, and the spirit. We 
must address the whole person and cleanse or transform his or 
her environment. It is Christ who placed in us and in our fore 
parents a hunger and thirst for righteousness and economic jus- 
tice, for fair and open access to quality housing and equal access 
to life’s opportunities. As Saint Paul said, “out of one blood did 
Christ make all man kind to dwell on the face of the earth.” 
Brethren, I believe this is the kind of prayerful and thoughtful 
approach we must take to resolving the fundamentally critical 
issues impacting the primary cultural, racial, economic markets 
for the Church of God in Christ in this twenty-first century. 
Brother we have a voice! Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson. 


Dr. Hall- This vision will need on-site supervision, both ecclesi- 
astical and professional and a physical location to house staff and 
promote the ministry. Where do you propose to put this place? 


Supt. Murray- New Orleans, Ground Zero! In our opinion we 
need to think about a regional research center for urban policy 
and programs in the New Orleans area to house and manage such 
a great undertaking. We should be looking for excellent space and 
to begin staff building recruiting and fund-raising if we intend to 
do more than place a band-aid on the moral, social, religious and 
economic hemorrhaging that is affecting the most destitute and 
marginalize aspect of the great and deserving African-American 
Diaspora and the poor of all races and cultural proclivities of the 
Gulf Coast of American population who comprise probably 
ninety-five percent of our current Church’s membership. We 
have large scale ministry challenges to address, we have very sig- 
nicant community empowerment issues to resolve and as a 
Church we can’t in good conscience abdicate because other wise 
we stand in danger of forfeiting hundreds of thousands of souls 
and perhaps nearly fifty percent of our current potential Church 


base or market. Last, what better statement would be made than 
those area prelate, Bishops Brown, Albert, Gordon, etc., interfac- 
ing at ground zero and making a difference! 


Dr. Hall- How can this program be funded? 


Supt. Murray - Through our brethren I believe it is time to go 
back to the local churches, Jurisdictions and the National Church 
at large and initiate a fund raising campaign to support this 
newly awaken-zeal and ministry thrust in our Church, i.e. the 
compelling mandate to minister to the large numbers of youths, 
parents and grandparents in this urban Diaspora. I would pur- 
pose that we ask thirty-five (35) of our economical empowered 
bishops to contribute or help develop through their contacts one 
million dollars each to this Gulf Coast Region twenty-first cen- 
tury ministry and missions project; and further we would ask that 
each Jurisdiction would be asked for a minimum of ten-thousand 
dollars to assist in this effort; and that the College of Bishops be 
asked to raise and contribute one hundreds-thousands dollars. 
The social-gospel return on such programmed investments will 
be tremendous! 


Dr. Hall- The Church Of God In Christ is in the spotlight. Our 
Presiding Bishop is a prominent figure. Bishop Roy Winbush 
gave the keynote address on CNN and CSPAN on August 29, 
2006. Can the Church truly make this 7500 COGIC Lane ven- 


ture possible? 


Supt Murray- Yes! As the Bible states, “Eyes have not seen, nei- 
ther have the ear heard...” and members of the General Board, 
the catalyst for this greatly expanded Church of God in Christ 
ministry embrace the challenge and opportunity, the 7500 
COGIC Lane housing development project. I humbly said ear- 
lier I am willing and should have available to my office several 
million dollars in which to ignite this project once these objec- 
tives and ideas are reviewed, modified accepted and approved for 
implementation by the office of the Presiding Bishop and the 
General Board of this great Church. This Church that was prayed 
and preached out of the cotton fields of Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Tennessee and Arkansas by one of the wisest, humblest giants of 
our day, and those Saints who followed him, from Calvary’s cross 
and Pentecost into the ministry everywhere. Brethren, we have 
the mandate, we have the economic means, we have the prize in 


ever be ours 


our hands and we have this opportunity that ma 
again in our life time. I believe that if we de 

the face of America. Brethren, I ferve 
the answer that the Lord has given-yot 
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Bishop Carlis L. Moody 
and Mother Moody 


i 
by Mrs. F. Nell Thomas 


Evanston, IL. There is no magic potion for developing a 
long term and solid marriage. It takes love, understanding 
and the abiding presence of God to help a couple sustain 
life together. In September of 2005, the International 
President of Missions and First Lady of Missions celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary. Now that celebration 
has continued one more year and we thought it significant 
to inform the world. The Moodys are at 51 years moving 
toward 52, if the Lord says the same! This marriage is a wit- 
ness and a blessing to all others who seek to work in the 
Church, build a family and provide leadership for the 
Saints. One can have a loving and strong marriage in spite 
of the calling upon one’s life. 


Mr. Kenny Rogers, renown country singer popularized the 
song “Through the Years” and its sentiment creates a prop- 


er sense of nostalgia and respect for the days when couples really 
meant, “unto death we do part.” Bishop and Mrs. Carlis and 
Mary Moody are a breed apart. 


To examine their background one would find an ordinary couple 
of kids who married with the same hopes, dreams and aspirations 
of any others. Their fiftieth anniversary offered them and us time 
to reflect on how the years just drifted past so gently and sweetly. 
During those years they met each situation together. The celebra- 
tion gave those who don't know their accomplishment an oppor- 
tunity to hear the glory a solid and holy relationship offers. 


Elder Luke Austin presided at the original wedding and his son, 
Bishop James C. Austin was the officiant fifty years later. The 
wedding program was filled entirely with family. The fruit of fifty 
years of commitment stood with Bishop and Mrs. Moody. 
Children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews and in-laws honor the 
activities. [he groomsmen seem to have stepped from the pages 
of Esquire magazine, while the flowers girls and brides maids were 


splendidly adorned. 


The program was beautifully laid out with pictures depicting the 
fifty years of travels and adventures, this world traveling couple 
did through missions. Both Bishop and Mrs. Moody were clas- 
sically dressed in tux and formal dress ware. They were excellent, 
he was radiant and she elegant in their evening attire. 


At the evening luncheon the couple hosted the Saints at 
Allgauer’s in the Northbrook Hilton. Along with the Moody’s 
were the couple’s original ring bearer and Maid of honor. The 
affair turned in to a gala event and moment on the social calen- 


dar for the Chicago area. O 


A poem written by Mother June Huff was recited to honor the 


SD VWeddi 
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Rise up my love, My fair one, and come away’ Song of Solomon 2:10 
She heard the voice of her Beloved, 
Fifty long years ago- 

When He bade her to “rise up” 
She would not tell him, “No” 
Using the sweet title of “My Love” 

counted her fair, 


celebration. 
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llempting to provide timel 
and important news of the 
Church Of God In Christ, Every 
saint, but especially credential 
holders, should receive the maga- 
zine. It only costs $20.00. 


Simply find the letter or seek the order blank in the magazine. 
ail it in and enjoy the best new magazine in the Faith: The Whole Tru 
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THE COGIC DEBIT CARD PROGRAM 
Part D Medicare Prescription Drug Program 


BISHOP HAYNES 

“Vivian and | are excited about the 
prescription drug program...Penn Life 

has given us an opportunity to help 

service our senior citizens through 
affordable prescription drug plans along ~ 
with providing a financial benefit 

to our local churches and community.” 


BISHOP WELLS 
“Sister Wells and | emphatically endorse 
the partnership between CogicCard Inc. 

__ with Penn Life Insurance. This will save 

| ourmembers thousands of dollars in 

_ out-of-pocket medical expenses and will 
also create a revenue stream for our local 
churches, as well as our national church; 
thus, empowering us to produce a more 

_ effective ministry.” 


CogicCard ine. 


Publishing House Customer 


The CogicCard Program is helping to educate our churches and 
communities by providing a service to our senior citizens looking 
for health care. The cost of prescription drugs has become so 
expensive that the federal government created a program called 
“Part D Medicare” a Prescription Drug Program for all Seniors, 65 
years of age or older who are eligible for Medicare A and B. This 


program was designed to meet the needs of seniors in our country. 
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How the local churc 


Subject: Annual Sunday School Lesson Commentary 


From: Dr. David A. Hall, Sr. 


I regret to inform you that we have completely sold out of the 
Introductory Annual Sunday School Lesson Commentary. The 
Publishing House introduced this book without a clue as to what 
the demand would. We did our best analysis but fell short a few 
thousand copies be. We did a reprint in September to meet the 
overwhelming demand, but the orders simply kept coming! The 
customer orders that came latest missed both printings. It is too 
late for us to reprint again. 


] printed this notice to inform our customers that a credit will be 
issued to their church account. If a customer sent money for the 
commentary or teaching aids, we shall refund the money upon 
request. 


At this time we are producing next year’s annual Sunday School 
Lesson Commentary. Of course, review of this year’s record will 
help us print a more accurate number for the second issue, 2007- 
2008, of this great book. 


Thank you for using Church of God In Christ curriculum mate- 
rials. 


CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
2006-2007 


POWER FOR LIVING 
ANNUAL LESSON COMMENTARY® 


During the AIM 2006, people know their children were going to 
be given the greatest spiritual introduction of their lives. Elder 
David Perry, Missionary Rebara Blalark and youth minister, 
Brandy Harvey had the children interested, motivated and on 
fire! 


The Whole Truth staff felt the story of what these saints are doing 
for Church Of God In Christ youth needed telling. The 
Summer convention is not all about adults but quality instruc- 
tion and participation is offered to children. Can you imagine a 
large conference area filled with 500 screaming, enthusiastic chil- 
dren praising God ? That is exactly what Elder Perry and staff did 
daily at Auxiliaries In Ministry bka, “AIM.” 


Elder Perry informed The Whole News “Children’s Ministry is 
an endeavor to shape the spiritual lives of children through 
Christian education programs, music and a variety of other fun 
and inspirational activities. The ministry is designed to meet the 
needs of our Church as well the needs of children.” Elder Perry 
and staff certainly did not make the kids conform to any adult 
notions of church. It was totally on their level. The children 
were safe and happy in a structured and well maintained 
Christian and moral program. Elder Perry believes in the prover- 
bial writer’s exhortation, “Train up Children in the way ;they 
should go, even when they are old they will not depart from it.” 


It would apparent as the children went through drills, questions 
and answers, demonstration and participation activities, that they 
were having fun. The genuine thing was happening in the real 
spiritual sense. At times the little kids were laughing and them 
moved to spiritual reflection. 
adults recognized it. 


There was such sincerity that 


AIM has its goals and Elder Perry indicated, “Our goal is to be a 
resource for the local church and the children’s leader. We want 
to provide program ideas and activities that will enable those that 
work with the children to instill the principles of the Bible into 
the life of children.” Bible in Life was a main principle and the 
two workers that helped Elder Perry, Sister Blalark and Sister 
Harvey brought the thing home. Those two women displayed 
more energy and passion for ministry ever witness. No body can 
sit and not get with the rhythms and songs and hand clapping 
they committed the listener too. The beat was embracing and 


overwhelming. Every adult in the room had the little kid inside 
stirred and lifted. 


Finally, there are some really wonderful and inspired children in 
the Church Of God In Christ. We have adult who are conscien- 
tiously preparing the next to know, love and serve God.® 
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fissions, Church of God in.Christ, 


1L.60204-0733. 


By Bishop Carlis L. Moody President: Department of Missions 


1.Concerning prospective missionaries: 

a. Acandidate for missionary appointment must, if a man, 
be ordained; if a woman, be licensed. 

b. Candidate must be serving faithfully in their home 
church and state. 

c. Candidate must show evidence of the call of God upon 
his or her life, and be filled with the spirit of Christ. 

d. Candidate must apply in writing for appointment to a 
definite field of service. If there is a need in that 
particular field, the application will be considered. 

e. Candidate must have personal character which enables 
him or her to work with others as well as expecting 
others to work with them and must have a good moral 
report. The candidate must be intellectually and 
spiritually prepared. 


2. Clearance of applicant’s request: If the candidate's letter of 
inquiry indicates he or she has met the basic qualifications, the 
Executive Secretary of the Department of Missions will send 
him or her preliminary information questionnaire. The infor- 
mation returned on this questionnaire will be carefully evalu- 
ated and the pastor and Bishop of the applicant will be con- 
tacted for their initial endorsement. 


3. Filing the application: If the Department of Missions clears 
the application for processing, the applicant will receive an 
official application. These forms must be fully completed by 
the applicant and returned to the Department of Missions 
along with a personal photo, and if the applicant is married, a 


photo of the applicant and family. 


4, Other references needed: The Department of Missions will 
need to know something of the applicant’s character among 
others, therefore, questionnaires will be sent to the individuals 
selected as references. In appraising these references, 
Executive Committee will note any special qualifications, the 
record of past ministry, stability of character, Christian zeal, 
ability to work with others and ability to take directions from 
others. 


5. Interview and clearance: If reports and recommendations 
by references are favorable, the President of the Department 
will authorize the candidate to travel to Memphis or some 
other chosen location for an interview with a review commit- 
tee chosen by the General Board or the Board of Missions for 
this purpose. This committee will make the recommenda- 


tions to the President of the Department of Missions for 
appointment of the candidate, with the approval of the Board 
of Missions. 


6. Deputation and itinerary 


a. Immediately after the candidate receives approval from 
the Board of Missions and appointment by the 
President, the appointed missionary will begin making 
arrangements for his or her deputation ministry. This is 
when you are given the opportunity to present your 
specific missionary burden to the people in our 
churches, with the permission of the local pastor. These 
people in turn will pledge monthly support toward your 
ministry overseas. 


b. Before starting the church itinerary, the missionary and 
the representative of the overseas area to which he or she 
plans to serve will make out a budget for the 
missionary term of service. This is the amount of 
money it will take for the missionary to live while on 
the field. This is to be deposited to the missionary’s 
account in the Department of Missions at least three 
months prior to their departure. This may be waived by 
the President. 


Schooling or formal missionary training 


a. After being appointed by the Department of Missions 
to serve the Lord and the Church in a chosen area, the 
missionary must spend at least six months in some 
formal missionary training program, which is approved 


by the General Board or Missions Board. 


b. The missionary will be required to spend a year in the 
study of the language of the area he or she will be 
ministering in before going on the field. 


c. Under no circumstances shall an approved missionary 
candidate leave for the mission field until he has 
attended the session of the School of Missions held 
quarterly in the geographic location in which they 
reside under the Mason Bible College program. 

At the School of Missions, he/she shall receive 
Ordination and Divisional, Field Relationship, 
Financial Policy, and Missionaries Philosophies and 
Goals. Following his/her completion of the program, 
there will be two (2) weeks of ordination with the 
appointed missionary. The candidate missionary 
remains in Memphis, or wherever the meeting will be 
held for five (5) additional weeks for special training in 
the Church Of God In Christ Missionary Principles 


and Practices. 


d. The missionary will receive final approval from the 
Departments of Missions only after all of these 
requirements are fully met. 

e. Anyone going to any mission field without fulfilling 
all of these requirements, and the official 
appointments is not the responsibility of the 
Department of Missions. 


Policies: 


The following policies are to be initiated and implemented: 
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Footnotes: 
Manual” 


The depersonalizing of the department and its 
functions 
(Eliminating the personality focus) 


The minimizing of expenses and personal gratuities 


Practicing and encouraging self-denial in mission work 


An emphasis on accomplishment in foreign areas. | 
Open and candid reporting of all missions finances. 


An all-out effort to gain public confidence through 
integrity of operation. 


An extensive use of returned missionaries in promotion 
and fundraising. 


Tolerance of direct mission giving to foreign 
missionaries, foreign fields and missions’ projects. 


Missions’ workers rallying mission giving to the 
department and for the promotion of authorized 
projects. 


Recognition of and fellowship with church 
organizations other than just Church of God in Christ 
in foreign areas when such groups desire meaningful 


fellowships of affiliation with the brotherhood. 


Contribution to worthy missionary causes other than 
those related to our Church when those efforts help to 
fulfill our world mission. 


Recognition of our lamination to controls and govern 
working foreign areas because of legal conditions, 
attitudes toward nationalism and autonomy, cultural 
and language differences, which leave us at a 
disadvantages in always making the d\best decisions. 


Never buying the subservience of foreign peoples with 
our missions’ dollars, nor humiliating them with our 
imagination of greater American know-how. 


An all-out effort to recognize and win groups of 

churches in foreign areas that have been alienated by 

police and social unrest and change, who wish for 

fellowship or affiliation with the Church of god in 
Christ. 


Allotting some part of the Missions grant to cover all 
the different continents, all distinct language and racial 
groups where we are involved, and all various aspects of 
Missions outreach even though that appropriation may 
of necessity be small. 


“COGIC Department of Missions History and Organization 
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Dr James A. Lewis Celebrates 
Retirement 


He passes baton to youngest son, Elder Jeffrey M. Lewis 


“Ladies and gentlemen, it is my honor and delight to introduce 
you to a 21st century Aquila, Dr. James A. Lewis.” Those words 
could have announced the retirement of one of the most 
unselfish, visionary, and strategic planners in the Church of God 
in Christ. As he and Mother Lewis retire, the trailblazers have set 
a new precedent in turning the reins over to their son, Elder 
Jeffrey Lewis, as Senior Pastor of the New Antioch Church of 
God in Christ in Los Angeles. 


After thirty-six years of service to God and humanity, saints from 
Southern California and around the country joined keynote 
speaker First Assistant Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake to cele- 
brate the worthy accomplishments of this anointed gospel 
preacher, and celebrated organizer. The gathering also served as 
the 70th birthday celebration of this humble servant who for 
almost four decades has allowed God to use him as a healer of sin 
sick souls and physical infirmities. Supt. and Mrs. Lewis have left 
a wonderful legacy to their church family and son, Elder Jeffrey 
Lewis, who was appointed senior pastor in January 2006 (Mrs. 
Barbara McCoo Lewis is the Jurisdictional Supervisor of 


California First Jurisdiction under the leadership of Bishop 
Charles Blake). 


Dr. Lewis was saved and spirit filled in 1959 and acknowledged 
his ministerial call on January 12, 1960. When he found his 
Priscilla, the former Barbara Ann McCoo, and married her on 
June 9, 1962 he obtained further favor of the Lord. Dr. Lewis is 
a humble man who served faithfully under his mentor, Bishop 
L.C. Page and attained the role of Assistant Pastor at the Greater 
Page Temple Church of God in Christ. 


By 1970 the Lewis’ were ready to respond Yes, Lord to the call by 
God to establish a work in the living room of their home along 
with five other adults. With the Lord on his side and his lovely 
wife to inspire him, Pastor Lewis immediately located a store- 
front building and the couple set to work. During these embry- 
onic years no sacrifice was too great and no task was too small as 


Pastor and Sis. Lewis served as the church’s first custodians. They 
also painted the walls. At that time Elder Charles Blake served as 
their Superintendent and he donated the first thirty chairs and a 
tithe box. On February 1, 1970 fifty-nine friends and well wish- 
ers gathered at the first service. Supt. Lewis a passionate preach- 
er of the gospel was also a visionary and in three years the con- 
gregation had enough funds to relocate to its present location at 
7826 S. Vermont. Pastor Lewis loved God’s people and during 
those lean years he not only sacrificed his time but also supple- 
mented the offerings with income from his secular job. His wife 
continued to stand with him and served as the musician, picked 
up members, taught Sunday school and in assisted him in what- 
ever area he needed. 


Dr. Lewis has always had a quest for knowledge and this sage 
Aquila is able to pour both academic and spiritual wisdom into 
those who would allow him. He successfully completed studies at 
Life Bible College from 1973 to 1976. In 1999 the Southern 
California School of Ministry conferred the Doctor of Divinity 
Degree upon him. Outside his local church he has also served as 
Executive Secretary of Southern California First Jurisdiction, 
Institute Session Coordinator, Program Committee Chairman, 
organizing Superintendent of the six member church New 
Antioch District and Administrative Assistant to Bishop Charles 
Blake. 


Pastor and Mother Lewis’ legacy is one of responding to the 
needs of humanity within the church and the community. This 
loving first family drew others and the auxiliaries and ministries 
began reaching into the community by feeding the homeless, 
ministering to at risk teens, visiting prisons, going door to door 
and witnessing and many other outside the walls activities. As 
the congregation continued to grow Pastor Lewis led the congre- 
gation into expanding the church. During the 1992 Los Angeles 
uprising, he sought the Lord for a plan to meet the pressing needs 
of his church’s community. As a result of their heart for God, the 
Spirit birthed in him a Computer Training Center where chil- 
dren, youth and adults are served in classes ranging from kiddie 
care to basic academics. 


In addition to the new annex being completed in 2003 because 
of increased growth, one of the crowning achievements of Dr. 
and Mrs. Lewis’ ministry is the Basic Bible Institute where for 
five months academically prepared instructors teach Bibliology, 
Theology, Christology, and Pneumatology among other comple- 
mentary classes. 


Among the eleven departments consisting of over forty auxiliaries 
and committees is the In-reach group, which maintains contacts 
with members in an effort to close the back door. 


Ephesians 4:11 says “And he gave some...pastors and teachers.” 
Dr. Lewis agrees that as he enters a new season of life as Founding 
Pastor and Senior Advisor to New Antioch says he will never 
retire from preaching, teaching and reaching the lost for Jesus 
Christ. And those who have benefited from the work of this 
loyal, caring and unselfish individual thank God for that! @ 
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ulphur Springs 
Pastor Completes Million 


Dollar Edifice Despite Obstacles 


Supt. Nelson Gatlin: “Team Work Made the Dream Work!” 


By Glenda Williams Goodson 


There are individuals who set high standards and whose very 
presence inspires to greater achievements. They seem to know 
just the right step to take, the appropriate words to articulate 
their innovations and intriguing ideas. In their presence we want 
to stand a little straighter and embrace life with renewed energy 
and purpose. Superintendent Nelson Gatlin is such a person. 
The construction of the Mitchell Chapel Church of God in 
Christ is a story of ensuring that ancient landmarks are main- 
tained while moving forward in building God a church open to 
evangelizing in this century. His decision to portray each leader 
in the church’s 92 year history, beginning with founder Elder B. 
Mitchell, demonstrates his respect for the past. The well planned 
business and educational wings shows that he knows how to 
interpret the way in which the church should present itself as the 
Bride of Christ and representative in the community. 


Driving into Sulphur Springs, Texas is like stepping back in time. 
The Town Square boasts antique shops, quaint eateries, law 
offices and municipal buildings. A few minutes later a neighbor- 
hood emerges with well kept lawns, some vacant lots and chil- 
dren riding their bicycles on a hot summer day. This is the day 


the church will officially dedicate its new cathedral. The calm- 
ness of the day does not bespeak the sheer determination that 
caused Superintendent and First Lady Nelson Gatlin to lead the 
Mitchell Chapel Church of God in Christ into a comprehensive 
building plan in spite of life threatening illness, discouragement 
because of work stoppages, finances and naysayers who ques- 
tioned the vision. “I had a grandmother who worked out several 
churches and with our rich family legacy....I could not afford to 
fail.” The legacy of his maternal grandmother, Essex Yarborough, 
his fraternal grandfather Pastor David Gatlin and father Pastor 
David Gatlin, Jr., and the love he has for the Mitchell Chapel 


membership spurred him on to do a work for the Lord. 


Mitchell Chapel began its building plan in 2003. Stalwart mem- 
bers such as Texas Northeast 3rd Jurisdiction Supervisor of 
Women Ophelia Evans had a mind to work and were ready to 
roll up their sleeves. “I have been a member for over 50 years...1 
recognize(d) that Supt. Gatlin provides outstanding leadership.” 
Initially they thought to remodel the old building, which had 
been remodeled numerous times, but as they prayed and 
reviewed the costs it seemed a better idea to build. “The owner 
didn’t want to sell to us at first but we finally settled on a good 


price.” Then City of Sulphur Springs presented obstacles the 
church had to overcome causing work stoppage and delays. 
Finally, the church was successful in obtaining all the needed 
acreage to construct the modern 15,000 square feet oxford red 
brick building upheld by majestic gothic columns. 


The church, which has twenty-five auxiliaries and ministries, 
wished to embrace its location yet manage its outreach and 
expand to children, youth and seniors throughout the communi- 
ty. They were blessed with additional land, which included two 
historic buildings — the old Negro jail and theater dating back to 
the early 1900s. Supt. Gatlin, a charismatic people person “was 
in a store one day and struck up a conversation with a gentleman 
who had an oxygen tank. I offered to help him and he appreci- 
ated it.” Unbeknownst to either of the men the Lord had a plan! 
“One of the members worked for him and he told her of this 
preacher who helped him....he called me and said he wanted me 
to have the additional land.” Before the transfer was completed 
the owner died causing further delay. Then the Mitchell Chapel 
member told the executor, his son who was a lawyer in Dallas, 
that his dad wished the preacher to have the land and it was 
transferred. Phase II will add a multipurpose and family center. 
Now they had the land and were moving forward but tragedy 
struck close to the home of Supt. and Sis. Gatlin, the parents of 
five children and seven grandchildren. Says Missionary Dalene 
Gatlin who was diagnosed with terminal cancer, “I went down to 
under 100 pounds...after church and every other night my hus- 
band stayed at the hospital each night, drove back home to check 
on the children in the morning (90 miles away), went to work, 
took care of the churches and did it all over again the next day,” 
she said with pride. To member June Person, that kind of lead- 
ership in the home and at the church is a blessing. “He is an awe- 
some shepherd...he wants everyone to receive the power of the 
Holy Ghost. Sis. Delane Gatlin is right by his side working with 
him and praying for him and we are truly blessed at Mitchell 
Chapel.” 


The healing power of God raised Missionary Gatlin up and she 
has gone on to be the number one fund-raiser, raising 
$40,000.00 in two month's time. “The Lord gave me a plan to 
ask each member to request a certain amount from their friends 
and relatives and before we knew it, we had the $40,000.00. It 
was miraculous!” 


That kind of miracle kept the church encouraged and moving 
forward. Although his father, Supt. David Gatlin, Jr., passed in 
2004 he was pleased that his father was able to see the beginning 
of the construction. As the foundation was laid and the walls 
were raised, Supt. Gatlin thanked God for each of the member- 
ship who stayed and worked, especially the Brotherhood. “We 
continued to stress that team work makes the dream work,” he 
said and Missionary Gatlin added, “with all the obstacles which 
came our way we encourage every young pastor and wife that 
they can make it. God did this through out for His glory.” 


Everyone had an assignment and the beautiful church is a won- 
derful testament to each member’s commitment to excellence. 


The spacious lobby area is planned to assure that you know 
where you've come as evidenced by the gold seal of the Church 
of God in Christ etched into the black marble entryway. Every 
piece of furniture is paid for including the cherry rococo console 
tables, ornate mirrors and beautiful flower arrangements located 
in the foyer. “A native Sulphur Springs resident, now residing 
and pastoring in Alaska furnished the entire front entrance,” says 


Supt. Gatlin. 


Missionary Dalene Gatlin is an arbiter of good taste. The Texas 
native infused a sense of elegance as she led her interior design 
team in purchasing both antiques and modern items for the 
beautifully appointed offices throughout the cathedral. Pointing 
to the conference room’s elegant high gloss table she explained, 
“God was with us throughout the purchases. I found this dusty 
table...and recognized its value. The brotherhood restored it to 
its former beauty.” There are rooms housing the Finance and 
Business Department, the offices of the Church Mother and the 
First Lady. The educational wing has classrooms for each age 
group. The fellowship hall is large enough for church receptions 


or rental to other groups. 


Balancing cutting edge style with traditional planning the sanc- 
tuary, with perfect gradations of blue, stained glass windows and 
white décor, is one of the most appealing places of worship the 
writer has visited. Mitchell Chapel Church of God in Christ was 
founded in 1914 and is a member of the Texas Northeast Third 
Jurisdiction under the leadership of Bishop T.W. Johnson Prelate. 
And although the sanctuary environment is refined the saints 
danced and praised God for what Supt. Gatlin called “a purpose 


realized.” 


On the day of the dedication hundreds gathered to hear from 
local dignitaries such as the mayor and city council representa- 
tives as well as state officials commending Supt. Gatlin and the 
church for their work in the community and accomplishing their 
goals. Bishop Johnson preached a victorious message and encour- 
aged the saints to continue their great kingdom work. After the 
festivities Sis. Doris Debase said, “I am very proud to be a mem- 
ber of Mitchell Chapel COGIC in Sulphur Springs, Tx. The 
Lord is moving in a mighty way at our church and we are grow- 
ing in membership. Mitchell Chapel has a Holistic Ministry 
Designed With You In Mind. Supt. Gatlin and First Lady Gatlin 
were sent to us by God.” God indeed has a purpose for Supt. 
Gatlin, Lady Gatlin and each member of Mitchell Chapel Where 
The Team Works, The Dream Works. @ 


For information contact the 


Sulphur Springs, Texas 7548 


| THE WHOLE TRUTH 


SD 


d Johnson Past 


“The World's 
Greatest Gospel 
Saxophonist” 


By Glenda Goodman 


Dr. Vernard Johnson, who for years has been known as 
“The World's Greatest Gospel Saxophonist” is now 
Pastor Vemard Johnson. lie is the pastor of Amazing 
Grace International Church Of God To Christ which is 
one of the fastest growing churches in in America. It is in 
the Kansas East Jurisdiction under Bishop L. E Thuston. 


Johnson says that after 35 years in Fort Worth, Texas, 
God moved on his heart to go back to his home town, 
Kansas City Kansas and pioneer a church. “We started 
with 14 people and in 10 months, we have approximate- 
ly 200 souls, Johnson stated.” People started coming 
from the north, south, east and west, it is incredible, “he 
continued.” 


Johnson never intended to pastor a church, but after his 
brother’s death, Pastor Harold Johnson, God began to 
move on his heart. He shares that he had a thriving “Soul 
Winning Concert Ministry” in Fort Worth, Texas and 
God was using him all over the world, but GOD. “How 
does one explain it,” he says. “When God calls, you just 
have to accept the call and trust the Lord. And that's 
what I have done.” 


Dr. Vernard Johnson is a multitalented individual. First 


in 


y} 


of all, he is a preacher of the gospel and he has preached 
in pulpits J of such great leaders across Bishop G. E. 
Patterson, Bishop Charles Blake, Bishop George 
McKinney and the late Dr. F. V. Hill. At the same time 
he is the Executive Director of the Instrumental Music 
Division of the Church Of God In Christ, Under his 
leadership, the Church Of God In Christ has the largest 
orchestra of any denomination in the world. While a full 
(the New York 
Philharmonic or the Dallas Symphony) on any Official 


orchestra is usually 60 pieces 


Day in Memphis, t Tennessee it is not unusual to see a 
150 piece orchestra under the direction of the Maestro. 


Ten years ago, it was Dr. Johnson's vision to have an 
orchestra in every Jurisdiction in the Church Of God In 
Christ, and now under his leadership Jurisdictional 
Orchestras are springing up everywhere. He exercises 
‘faith with works’ for he is the founder of the the AIM 
Convention Orchestra; he co-founded the Women’s 
Convention Orchestra with Mother Anna Crouch; he 
developed the National Orchestra of the COGIC; he 
founded the COGIC Chamber Orchestra; he founded 
the COGIC Stage Band; he founded the COGIC 
Marching Ensemble; he founded the Texas Northeast 
Orchestra under Bishop J. Neaul Haynes; he founded 


the Change A Life Scholarship (for musicians); he in the ministry at the Tarrant County Convention 
founded the National Orchestra Competition and Center where thousands of people attended. 
he founded the International Praise Ensemble of the 


Church Of God in Christ. He is a Recording Artist with 17 recordings to his credit 
on such labels as Savoy & ElektraNone Such, and Tuff | 
Johnson contends that, “The National Orchestra is City Records. He has been honored by over 100 city with i 


one of the entities that distinguishes the Church of ‘Keys to the city’ and Proclamations. 

God in Christ. Other major Conventions have great 

preachers, great teachers, great youth departments, Vernard Johnson was born in Kansas City, Kansas with 
great choirs and great evangelism, but one of the few asthma in his lungs. Despite insurmountable odds, he 
things they don’t have is ‘an orchestra’. Thank GOD _ began playing the saxophone at age twelve. He suffered 


for the National Orchestra.” with chronic asthma for 1 7 years, but at age 17, while 

playing a song like “Amazing Grace”, God miraculously 
Vernard Johnson is an origi- healed Vernard of asthma, tie 
nal. He is often imitated but then vowed to play for God the 
never duplicated. He popu- rest of his life. His dedication 


larized the saxophone in the 
church world-wide. For 
years he traveled throughout et 
America and the world play- 
ing his saxophone until 
masses of people would 
weep, shout and glorify God. 
In doing so, he pioneered 
new roads not only for saxo- 
phonists, but also for all 
instrumentalists in The 
Church worldwide. Literally 
thousands of musicians have 
been inspired to play because 
of Vernard Johnson. 


and commitment to that vow 
for over 30 years has spiraled 
him into becoming “The Top 
Gospel Saxophonist In The 
World.” 


He gives back to the communi- 
ty by serving on such Boards as 
The Salvation Army of Tarrant 
County, Vice President of 
Score A Goal In The 
Classroom, and by reaching 
tens of thousands around the 
world through his “Life 
Changing Concerts”. © 


He has performed before 
over 350 million people, 
including the King & Queen 
of the African Zulu tribe, the King of Morocco, the 
Presidents of such countries as Kenya, Haiti, 
Liberia, Nigeria, Coit dIvory, and by special 
requests, he performed before such American 
Presidents as Bush, Sr., Reagan, and on two occa- 
sions, he performed before President Clinton, where _ 
his rendition of “Amazing Grace” was so moving, 
President Clinton wept while he played. 


Contact Pastor Johnson at 
vernardmindspring.com 


He has three earned degrees-the Bachelor of Music 
Education, the Master of Church Music, and he was 
the first black to receive the doctorate degree in 
music from the prestigious Southwestern Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas (the largest seminary of an 
kind in the world). He recently celebrated 3( 
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Supervisor Luvonia Whittley Celebrates 50 Years of Service 


Chicago - Congratulations to Supervisor Luvonia Whittley who 
celebrated 50 years of faithful service this year. Dr. Whittley has 
served her Lord and the Church of God in Christ well in the 
ministry of music at her local church, Corinthian Temple as well 
as the First Jurisdiction of Illinois and as the International Music 
Department President. Mother Whittley currently serves as 
Jurisdictional Supervisor of the Illinois Midwest Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction under the leadership of Bishop Willie J. Chambliss 
and Executive Secretary of AIM, Supt. J. Drew Sheard. 


Saints are on the Move in Virginia #2 


Virginia - Joyce Bunch, Vice Chairman of the State Bible Band 
reports the following: The saints as busy developing souls in 
Virginia #2 (Bishop S.L. Green). The Jurisdictional AIM 
Convention was an anointed springboard for the National AIM 
Convention held in Houston. The Jurisdiction’s Annual Holy 
Convocation where hosted Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson, 
Bishop T.D. Jakes, Full Gospel Baptist Bishop Paul S. Morton, 
and Evangelist Karen Clark Sheard. Supervisor Jacqueline 
Holmes, the newly appointed State Mother convened on 
Women’s Day. (They continue to pray for former State Mother 
Mary Powell, who is bedridden.) 


God’s healing power is also evident in Virginia. Sis. Bunch is still 
recovering from breast cancer after six months of what she 
describes as “horrible chemotherapy.” The saints are rejoicing for 
God brining their Jurisdictional First Lady Mother Green back to 
life. Another young man went into the military for basic training 
and died on the field. While in the local hospital he was curled 
up in a fetus position for many weeks and his friends and other 
saints prayed for him. After a miraculous healing, a cadre of med- 
ical staff including doctors, nurses, aids and a physical therapist 
visited Bishop Green’s church and reported that he’s gone beyond 
medical journals. Today he is still recovering excellently. 


COGIC Author Addresses First Ladies 


In Girl Get Yourself Together! Kelli Wells Johnson provides a 
number of moving vignettes that bespeak frankly of the joys, tri- 
umphs, struggles, sorrows, and victories of women who stand 
alongside their husbands in the strategic role of First Lady. 
Johnson, 


a minister’s wife herself, has researched these stories that belong 
to women of all denominations and every size church communi- 
ty. To Johnson, the objective of addressing the emotional strug- 
gles, strengthening and encouraging the First Lady is met as the 
reader pours over and possibly identifies with chapters having 
titles such as The Trophy, The Wife, The Symbol, and The 
Climber. Girl, Get Yourself Together! offers suggestions on deal- 
ing with the myriad issues that First Ladies work through. For 
information send an email to llikeme06aol.corn 


COCIC Youth is Junior Olympic Champion 


Nashville - Benjamin Tankard II of King Temple COGIC, a 
USATF National Junior Olympic Champion, broke the record in 
the 110 hurdles during the Metro Nashville Public Schools City 
Track & Field Competition at McGavok High School. Time: 
15:08. Active in his local church as a musician, the Nashville 


School of the Arts student has vowed to make the world compe- 
tition and 2012 Olympics. For information call 615.506.6447. 


Texas Northwest Hosts Powerful Convocation 


Lubbock, Texas - Bishop William H. Watson and the saints of the 
Texas Northwest held convocation permeated by the sweet aroma 
of the Holy Ghost. Bishop Watson, Vice President of the Board 
of Bishops, led his convocation through nightly with his anoint- 
ed singing, words of wisdom, and a well-organized schedule of 
services. His guests included Supt. Frank Anthone White of New 
York who ushered in a spirit of revival, International Youth 
Department President Michael Hill challenged the saints to stay 
with holiness and Bishop Juan Lawson of Texas Western 
Jurisdiction allowed the Lord to use him to lay hands with many 
saints testifying that the Lord healed them. Supervisor Victorine 
Mackey presided over the Women’s Day services where very able 
facilitators used the International WIC theme to pour into the 
women of the state. On Saturday the Sunshine Band and Purity 
Class Day was filled with parents and well wishers as they pre- 
sented a wonderful program. 


Supervisor Ministers at Full Gospel Holy Temple 
International Convocation 


New York - Supervisor Rubeinstein McClure of New York 
Southeast Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction has returned from the Full 
Gospel Holy Temple (FGHT) International Convocation where 
she served as guest psalmist. Singing favorites such as Amazing 


Grace and He Looked Beyond My Faults her anointed voice set 
the house on fire each night. After ministering prior to Apostle 
Lobias Murray’s opening address, the Dallas based FGHT 
founder stated “I had no idea this great woman of God... would 
serve with such an anointing.” After his message ten souls 
received the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. Mother McClure has 
been featured with Hezekiah Walker and other noted artists. 
Contact Mother McClure at 631.842.8017. 


Texan Named Vice President of Bank 


Levelland, TX - Congratulations to Karen Green, Holy Temple 
COGIC (Bishop W.H. Watson), now Vice President of 
American State Bank. She also serves as Commissioner for 
Levelland Housing Authority, serves as board member on the 
Levelland Outreach Center that assists with utility payments. 
The daughter of State Supervisor Victorine Mackey, Sis. Brown 
serves her local church by directing the Sunshine Band and work- 
ing on the finance team. “If I am anyone it’s because God has 
made me. I praise Him for the favor He’s given me with 
man.’ For information email her at kareng(nts-on1ine.net 


Pastor Lives His Dream as Medical Missionary in Foreign 
Fields 


POMONA, CA-Pastor Terence Rhone of the Mt. Sinai Church 
of God in Christ is looking forward to taking the gospel to Brazil 
along with sharing his medical knowledge. While serving as 
Assistant Pastor seven years ago, Bishop Samuel Moore 
approached the internist about the Brazilian ministry. His med- 
ical ministry began when he brought medical equipment and 
checked glucose levels and high blood pressure. The practice has 
expanded to urgent care, ob gyn, and taking care of minor sur- 
gery on site. Initially the ministry serves those attending the 
COGIC youth congress but despite opposition from those prac- 
ticing witchcraft and entrenched churches men and women are 
coming to Jesus Christ, especially from the favelas, the poorest 
sections of the country. According to Dr. Rhone, “We now set up 
a clinic and indigent receive medical care - wounds, worm infes- 
tations, all kinds of infections - and the medical mission serves as 
a catalyst to introduce the gospel.” 


The team includes pastors, musicians and others who assist Dr. 
Rhone in raising awareness of Christ and the church through 
training youth and facilitating seminars. In the afternoons the 
clinic opens before night service begins. Dr. Rhone, who speaks 
Spanish and is learning Portuguese, has high praises for the work 
of Bishop Moore, who recruited him to serve with the youth. 
“He is an unsung hero.” Dr. Rhonen now serves as AIM 
Chairman for Brazil. In further development of the auxiliaries 
Brazil will welcome International Youth Chairlady Joyce 
Rodgers, Bishop Lemuel Thuston and a host of others in January 
2007. In October Dr. Rhone will travel to Angeles City in the 
Philippines to assist Bishop Forto in establishing AIM and 
Sunday School. There he expects to serve as many as 100 Aedas 
per day. This group of black people are the original Philippines 


who live in the jungles and brush who never mixed with the 


Spaniards. 


Dr. Rhone wears many hats but is living his dream to be a med- 
ical missionary. “Although I didn't understand it, I believe the 
Lord led me to earn my medical degree and attend seminary at 
the same time.” His church, one of California’s pioneering 
churches and founded by Elder Pleas Thomas in the 1950’s, sup- 
ports him in both reaching out to their community but also the 
missions work. Mt. Sinai has grown from 75 to about 200 strong 
in three years and continues to move forward in impacting the 
Inland Empire of southern California. For further information 
visit MtSinaicogic.com or call 909.868.0224 


Elder Preaches to the Nations 


ATLANTA - Dr. Quintin Robertson reports that many souls 
were touched by transformed by the Holy Ghost as he preached 
and ministers for three weeks in Singapore to a congregation with 
Nigerians, Chinese, Indians, Indonesians, white and black 
Americans, and natives of Malaysia and Singapore. “Under one 
roof I was preaching to the nations! The Christian population is 
small in these two countries and our Christian brothers and sis- 
ters are challenged daily with multiple religions that we do not 
always experience on a daily basis in the USA. The Christians in 
Southeast Asia were very welcoming to our mission team and 
very happy to see African American Christian missionaries.” 


SPECIAL 100TH ANNIVERSARY FEATURE 


As the Church of God in Christ celebrates her centennial 
anniversary in 207 The Whole Truth, which has been an amaz- 
ing historical voice, will highlight churches that were established 
over 50 years ago. Editor in Chief Dr. David Hall and Mrs. 
Glenda Goodson will salute the kingdom work by profiling these 
pioneer churches throughout the year. 


Please include the following information when you write: Name 
of Church, Address, Jurisdiction, Year Church Established, 
Founder(s), Charter Members, Input by Bishop Mason or other 
Pioneers, Current “outside the walls” ministry emphasis, Contact 
Name, Telephone, Email address. @ 
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Rites Observed 
February 2, 1921- 
August 20, 2006 


By Dr. David A. Halll, Sr. 


Kokomo, Indiana- The Saints filled Grace Memorial 
Institutional Church Of God In Christ an hour before the funer- 
al service of Bishop Milton Hall began. The memorial services 
on Sunday night and Monday night were filled to capacity with 
those who came and shared their remembrances of a man. Always 
direct and to the point, Bishop Hall had heart of gold, and his 
spirit of liberality was unmatched. He touched so many lives in 
the Church community and even more lives in the broader world 
with his generosity. He was a builder of men and homes for the 
poor, disadvantaged and those who simply needed a break. On, 
August 29, 2006, the community of Kokomo, Indiana and 
Indiana First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction said good bye to a leader, 
father figure and mentor. 


Bishop Milton Lee Hall, Sr., was married to co alia Mac 


fore parents. In his youthful day, Elder Milton Hall, Sr. chauf- 
feured Mother Nancy Gamble, pioneer Supervisor of Women in 
both Illinois and Indiana. His days with her and his own father 
and mother, the late Lewis and Betty Hall shaped him into a stal- 
wart of the faith. 


Milton Hall was a builder and faithfully assisted the late senior 
Hall at the home church. When the time of vision was necessary 
he stepped forward and continued until God called him home. 
A tireless worker, Bishop Hall received titular control of Indiana 
in 1988. Under his charge the jurisdiction grew in number and 
programmatic activities. His benevolence was known and appre- 


ciated by all. His tenure as prelate was earmarked by major civic 


and charital le awards. His work as a communi 


ctivity activist 


human spirit were natural elements to success. He believed his 
calling as husband, father, pastor and prelate made him uniquely 
situated to extend God’s grace in the world. Therefore, he was 
always on the edge. Being at risk, tough enough to challenge 
issues but wise enough to know that civility and a prayerful atti- 
tude is equally important. He stood tall and on his own ground. 
Once a man asked him if he were jealous about the preaching 
ability of his late brother, Cleophas “Mr. Bible” Hall? The 
prelate, “Well, Sir, you can’t preach like him and neither can I. If 
Bishop Milton Hall 


would say, “We are all men in this meeting. You and me but 


that don’t bother you, it won't bother me!” 


remember, I am the bishop!” 


another obligation. The Saints are vastly more important and 
here is where I need to be.” Presiding Bishop Patterson preached 
under the anointing of God before the packed Multi Purpose 
building, a television audience in the church and some who stood 
outside. He stood and announced the glory of God and God’s 
faithfulness to those whom he calls. Bishop Patterson said, 

Bishop Hall did well! He saw his day approaching and asked for 
emeritus status. He left 115 churches, thousands of saints and 


the jurisdiction in order." 


The last tribute was the coffin of Bishop Hall was borne to a car- 
riage drawn by four horses. The general was mounted and the 
Saints walked slowly behind the winding streets of Kokomo. A 


apt! rain AS ae ms gioudy sees released a tearful 
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The Chairman of the 49th Annual Ministers’ Conference 2007, 
Dr. PE.W. Bryant, Sr., has extended an invitation to Dr. David 
Allen Hall, Sr to be the speaker representing the Church Of God 
In Christ, on Tuesday, February 6, 2007 at 3:00 PM. The confer- 
ence held at Prairie View A & M University in Prairie View, 
Texas is one of the jewell conferences for Black lectures and 


preaching. 


The committee expressed its delighted to have Dr. Hall share 
with them during the conference. Dr. Hall serves the Church Of 
God In Christ as CEO of the Publishing House but has a broad 
career as Fellow and Guest Lecturer at many of America’s major 
universities. His latest release, “Essays to the Next Generation” 
has received wide review and critical acclaim around the country. 
Dr. Hall said, “Iam happy to received the invitation. I hope the 
series will help me produce something worry for my next publi- 


cation.” © 
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By Andy Ashby 


: Hilton BlODery will be Bdacen to Chisca Hotel 


The Hilton name is checking into Downtown Memphis. 


Area Hotels LLC, a Mundelein, Ill.-based development partnership, is 
moving forward with plans for a four-story, 120-room Hilton Garden 
Inn at the southwest corner of Linden and Second. 


Plans for the proposed $16 million hotel will be presented to the 
Memphis City Council for review on October 17, 2006. 


The Church Of God In Christ owns the land and will be a partner in 
the business, but Hilton will manage the property. 


The hotel plan will also have a request to close Mulbury, which runs 
along the west side of the property. The plan calls for a landscaped 
entrance to the hotel on Mulbury. 


Principal planner Don Jones and the Memphis and Shelby County 
Division of Planning and Development have been with working with 
the project's engineers and architects. They have also heard from the 
public on the project and one of the main concerns was how this would 
affect the historic COGIC-owned 

Chisca Hotel to the west. 


“Aside from the fact this is the same 


owner, this doesn't impact the Chisca,” é coi i Se RE 


Jones says. 


Memphis-based LLW Architects 
designed the 80,440-square-foot hotel, 


which will include a casual restaurant. 


The Reaves Firm and Montgomery 
Martin Contractors LLC, both Memphis companies, will be involved 
in the project, according to Area Hotels principal Sid Saleson. 


“We're well-grounded in Memphis,” he says. 


Saleson first became aware of the site a number of years ago, when he 
was a developer for Baymont Hotels, a brand which was eventually sold 
to La Quinta Inn and Suites. He was in Memphis looking at proper- 
ties and the site east of the historic Chisca Hotel was one of the prop- 
erties presented to him. 


“We were interested in it,” Saleson says. 


This time around, COGIC approached him to become a partner in the 
development. He began working on the project in June 2005, hiring 
Pinkowski & Co., a Memphis-based hospitality consulting group, to 
perform a feasibility study. Saleson says he would like to see the 
groundbreaking occur around November if the council approves the 
project, and construction could take about a year. 


Chuck Pinkowski, owner of Pinkowski & Co., says the new project will 


offer high-quality lodging south of Linden and can help that area near 
FedExForum grow. 


“I think the more we can see pushed that direction, the closer you are 
to seeing the South Main Historic District continue to develop,” 
Pinkowski says. “It’s one of the first major steps toward major develop- 
ment in South Main.” 


Pinkowski says weekday hotel business has gotten better in Memphis in 
recent years, while weekend business has remained strong. Downtown 
Memphis hotels have been completely occupied several weekends dur- 
ing the past year and the new Hilton can help that. 


“I think it’s going to fit in very nicely because the product quality is very 
high,” Pinkowski says. “I think the fact it’s a strong brand and a new 
product, it’s going to compete with the properties that are there, but I 
think it’s also going to help bring more business Downtown.” 


The Hilton project fits in with the Center City Commission’s recently 
completed SoFo (South of the Forum) plan for the redevelopment of 
150 acres south of the FedExForum, 
according to CCC president Jeff 
Sanford. 


“A hotel on this site is consistent with 
this plan,” Sanford says. “The devel- 
oper and the architect were very sen- 
sitive to our concerns that whatever 
hotel they built reflected urban design 
standards and zoning requirements in 
the area.” 


| LLW ARCHITECTS 
Elevation rendering of Hilton Garden Inn 


The CCC created the SoFo plan to map out a course for development. 


“The community made a $250 million investment in the 
FedExForum, and it didn't make much sense for us to leave the neigh- 
borhood surrounding it in substandard and deteriorating conditions,” 
Sanford says. “The planned Hilton Garden Inn is one of the first large 
development projects announced in the subject study area, and we have 


confidence that it will open the door to more development in the 
months ahead.” 


This project is being built down the street from the Westin Beale Street 
Hotel, the first Westin hotel in Tennessee. 


The SoFo area could also benefit if the sale of the Memphis Grizzlies 


goes forward. 


Brian Davis, the leader of a group trying to purchase majority owner- 
ship of the team, has publicly said they are looking at investing between 
$500 million-$1 billion in Downtown Memphis to build more hotels 
and residential developments in the city. @ 
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When people develop a list of the extraordinary talented saints 
that developed in the Church Of God In Christ, one inevitably 
hears names like the Clark Sisters, Andre Crouch, The Hawkins 
Family, Rance Allen, the late Mattie Moss Clark, etc. These have 
offered God their amazing talents and brought honor to the 
Church Of God In Christ. There is another giant on the hori- 
zon whose name is not well known but his musical gifts place 
him in a class by himself. Michael Woods is an Associate 
Professor at Hamilton College of Clinton, New York. He is a 
gifted and extraordinary musician. His musical taste are varied, 
distinctive and eclectic. Most of the Church Of God In Christ 
does not know he has written over 500 pieces in all types of styles 
and is among the elite in the industry. What is best, his love for 
God and the Church is equally outstanding and significant to 
him. 


Michael Woods was born in Akron, Ohio and started his faith 
walk in the Episcopal Church. His life was one of ritual obser- 
vances, but his spirit needed more to handle the personal burdens 
of his life. He was a normal kid but had a sensitivity that made 
him overly aware of difficulty, struggle, and even the political 
world. He found music and his impetuous soul was harnessed 
and then nurtured by sampling every musical rhythm, tone, and 
mood he heard. Whether he listened to Duke Ellington, 
Country, Rock or Gospel, all of it empowered his imagination. 
When he heard Walter Hawkins he confesses that his musical 
adventure came full circle as he worshiped God who gave him his 
talent. 


Michael Woods worked on his music in college and his under- 
graduate degree was merely the start of his formal training. His 
studies at Indiana University earned him two masters degrees, a 
doctorate from Oklahoma University in music composition, and 


post doctoral work in art administration have certified his aca- 
demic experience. He has refined his craft with other interest and 
academic fellowships to develop the gifts, and he has used them 
to benefit the world. Michael has even scored films! 


Dr. Woods’ music compositions have been performed by the 
Albany Symphony, Pittsburgh’s leading Ensemble, the Little 
Rock Symphony, the Tulsa Philharmonic, the Lafayette 
Symphony (Indiana), the Pro Musical Orchestra (Columbus, 
Indiana) The Central New York Jazz Orchestra and many others. 


Many may think his busy schedule and musical excellence would 
create a wall between him and the Church. Dr. Woods loves the 
Lord! His pastor is Elder James L. Griffin. Pastor Griffin values 
the musical talents of Bro. Woods and has opened their local 
church to a wealth of musical and cultural activities. Michael 
believes music is a way to communicate and to dispel every neg- 
ative stereotype about people of color. He is also a spiritual 
ambassador to those culturally unaware of God’s purpose for 
music in daily life. 


With respect to the ministry of music, Dr. Woods has definite 
ideas. Music is deeply spiritual and today’s music can be debased 
and lack real value, commented the scholar. When pressed for 
further explanation he said, “Many persons in the music profes- 
sion are not musicians, they are actors, and without real musical 
skills. They appeal to the low end of emotions, intellect and spir- 
it. Music is a God given treasure and musicians of every descrip- 
tion should cherish their gift. Music is certainly not only a com- 
mercial enterprise but rather something more significant. Surely, 
ecclesiastic musicians should know how deep their renderings 
affect the listener. I am talking about faith!” © 


(continued from page 5.) 


word and, preaches a message that is illuminating and filled with 
reconciliation. His Pentecostal presentation is unmistakable and 
he encourages the saints not to allow the neo- Pentecostal groups 
to influence our theological positions. We are the orthodoxy of the 
Pentecostal moment and all others are welcomed to adhere to our 
biblical standards. The COGIC brand of Pentecostalism does not 
put members in theological limbo or cause them to yield to theo- 
logical manipulation and modes of behavior that don’t reflect the 
real Pentecost: Ours is about Spirit and not Prosperity. Our 
orthodoxy yet has space for the person tarrying for the real fill- 
ing of the individual. Bishop Patterson has conducted altar 
calls at some of our largest conventions. He merely explains 
and teaches how to receive a spiritual filling. Hundreds have 
been filled under his ministry and his method serves as a model 
to all. Finally, Presiding Bishop Patterson closed a genera- 
tional dichotomy when he recorded and distributed volumes 
one and two of the classic old songs of the Church. Both 


young and old enjoy the music that characterized the develop- 
ment of the Church Of God In Christ. 


Bishop Patterson has maintained his faithfulness to the God- 
given charge of leading the Church Of God In Christ. 
Everything I have listed he has accomplished in spite of deal- 
ing with physical challenges. Can we say the same? Have we 
given Bishop Patterson the monetary and spiritual support he 
needs? Has the membership reports, the tithing initiative, etc., 
been received up and down the ecclesiastical structure? With 
our supposed millions of ardent confessing Pentecostal faithful 
have we supplied the money to build a new headquarters? As 
we embark on the celebration of 100 years can each of our 
members, leaders and friends say that we have been faithful? 
In this moment, each saint should be in touch, spiritually 
speaking, with the leader. He must care for himself, serve his 
massive local congregation, and the mandate of his office 
requires he maintains oversight of the entire denomination. | 
would hope that God could perform two miracles during this 
99th Holy International Convocation. I pray that God would 
heal our leader. Second, I pray that God would come to each 
of us as he did Israel. Numbers 11:25 relates, "And the Lord 
came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the 
spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: 


and it came to pass, that, they prophesied, and did not cease." 


As we celebrate 100 years, it would be wonderful to have the 
spirit of our leader. For the Holy Ghost needs to speak 
through us and we prophesy without ceasing about the bless- 
ings of salvation. The next 100 years should begin as the first, 
with a spiritual empowerment and an eye toward progress. 


Lets follow the leader! @ 


Call: 901-744-0477 


| THE WHOLE TRUTH 


4] 


42 | THE WHOLE TRUTH 


The Bible is replete with the 
evidence of great men who have 
accomplished amazing feats for 

under difficulty and over long periods of time. Their stories are 
the stuff of faith, legend and encouragement for future genera- 
tions. In today’s world some of those type persons yet walk with 
us. One such individual is Bishop Curley Guidry, a modern day 
Abraham. 


The Healing Wings Church Of God In Christ 
feels blessed to be under the leadership of this 
veteran pastor and saint. We marvel at what 
God continues to do through Bishop Guidry's 
ministry. At 93 years of age he guided Healing 
Wings Church to a new level of accomplish- 
ment. We completed the building of a 2 million 
dollars, 1,200 square foot edifice in Glassboro, 
New Jersey. This grand and magnificent prop- 
erty seats approximately 650 worshipers and 
features state of the art kitchen, dinning room, 
offices, lounges and prayer room. The building 
bring such beauty to the neighborhood and is a 
symbol of stability and permanence. 


Pastor Guidry was recently consecrated to the 
rank of bishop. A man of his age being rewarded by our Church's 
leadership with such a responsibility is miraculous. Yet, it seems 
only right for a man of is vision, strength and abilities. He has 
served our congregation as a pastor for 74 years. His faith and 
commitment to ministry has made him loved and respected all 
over New Jersey. His loves for the Church Of God In Christ and 
has been well documented in the organization. His every effort in 
ministry was to make our Pentecostal way understood, and 


Bishop Curley Guidry 


because he loves holiness. His high moral character and preach- 
ing of holiness as has won countless souls to Christ. Ask any one 
from the Glassboro area and they will tell you of Bishop Guidry’s 


vision and commitment. 


The struggle for Christ and congregation 
was not always easy. Bishop Guidry has 
overcame illness in his life. As a man of 
faith, he has preached, believed and been 
an example of his own faith and healing 
ministry. God healed this man of faith of 
leukemia and a stroke over fifty years 
ago. Bishop Guidry credits God with his 
long life and sustained health. Now at 94 
years of age, Bishop Guidry is strong and 
very active in a full time pursuit of min- 
istry. Alongside of him has been his wife, 
Marian. Together they raised a family 
that loves the Lord as well. In March of 
2007, the couple will celebrate 75 years 
of marriage. 


In our congregation there are many witnesses who can personal- 
ly attest to his ministry. Our church is filled with people with tes- 
timonies of deliverance, healing, financial blessing. We have 
beautifully educated and trained persons. None of the congrega- 
tion is surprised that Bishop Guidry has built a new building and 
is yet serving as a pastor. He is unique and certainly among God's 


best! @ 


In The New Siavemasters , Bishop 
McKinney asks the question: Are we 
really free at last? In his 224-page 
response, the "new slavemasters" 
become a powerful metaphor for the 
contemporary African-American struggle, 
as well as seemingly insurmountable 
cycles of destructive behavior that have 
enslaved people of all walks. The new 
slavemasters are drugs, materialism, 
racism, teen pregnancy, rage, gangs, 
pornography, instant gratification, and 
sexual promiscuity, among others. 


greater Pen tecostal - 


Look’ er an. £ipanded annual Sunday. 


Mm ters Conference 2006 


XN emphis, TN. - The Church Of God In Christ Publishing House hosted a con- 
ence for curriculum writers. The conference was conducted by Mother Mae 
C. Winbush, editor of the Sunday School literature. Mother Winbush has 
served along ‘side her husband, General Board member, Bishop Roy L.H. 
~~ “Winbush for nearly forty years. Three new writers, Elder Elijah 

_ Hill, Sister Patricia Stanely and Sister Eula Knox were instruct- 

ed by publishing house staffers, Sister Anita Brown , Sister 

Davina King, and Dr. David A. Hall, Sr. 

“Whitehead attended and shared his focus for the youth mate- 


It was a time of intense training and development. The 
~ Publishing House is advancing and producing new and 
expanded materials for the oa. The new writers will be 
in training for a short period and will write original pieces 

~ for the oe as assigned.. Mother Winbush is a veteran 
and enjoys the idea of Church Of God In Christ members 


developing our International Sunday School manuscripts with — 


holiness emphasis. 


2008. "The Church Of God In Christ is pleased 


School Cc ommentary in 2007-2 


to be one ofthe few denominations that’yet produces its own original literature. Our hope is to develop and publish all 
of our literature one day We Have such an opportunity to make Pentecost real in the lives of our students” , said Mother 


Winbush. 


The Elder Jack 
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Two Powerful Books 


By Bishop Martin Luther Johnson 


oney The Road We've Trod 


Convinced that the final chapter about the life of David Walker had not been writ- 
ten, Dr. Johnson presents a constructive and provocative approach to the life and 


struggles of this man. His approach gets to the core of American racism and pres- 
ents a challenge to future generations to pursue clarifications of, and answers to, 
the inconsistency between enslavement by white Americans and Christianity’s mes- 
sage of Jesus Christ. Deeply rooted in this book is the urging to re-read Black his- 
tory specifically, and American history in general, in an effort to arrive at a point 
of creative and positive dialogue. Because theological themes of racism, liberation, 
and social justice are pervading focusses of the work, one must get in touch with 
the Jesus of History inorder to get a better grasp of the Christ of Faith. One must 
come to grips with who Jesus is and experience a deeper undergirding of the reali- 
ty of Him in order to understand the meaning and purpose of total and complete 
liberation. Jesus Christ is tantamount to liberation and reconciliation of persons, 
but total reconciliation is predicated upon repentance of the persons, systems, and 
institutions responsible for the original alienation. 


Theological Approaches To Pastoral Care 


Confident that a key ingredient in the pastoral counseling and pastoral care pro- | 
fession is hearing what is said both verbally and non-verbally, Dr. Johnson pres- 

ents an innovative and constructive approach to counseling. His is an approach 

that is proyocative, insightful, and holds new challenges and support to caregivers. 

Pastoral care is a person-centered, holistic approach to care that complements the 

care offered by other helping disciplines, while paying particular attention to spir- 

itual care. The focus of pastoral care is upon the healing, guiding, supporting, rec- 

onciling, nurturing, liberating, and empowering of people in whatever situation 

they find themselves. 


Martin Luther Johnson is the Jurisdictional Prelate of the First Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction, Church of God In Christ, New Jersey, and a retired Colonel from the 
United States Army. He is a graduate of Palm Beach Atlantic University; The 
Interdenominational Theological Center; The University of Central Texas; New 
York University, where he completed the course work for the Doctor of 
Philosophy Degree in Religious Education (ABD); the United States Basic Course 
and the Advanced Course; the Command and General College; and The 
International Seminary (Ph.D.). 
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